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INTRODUCTION 

The  Great  Reecl  Warbler  recorded  at  Huttoft  on  the  3rd  May  was  the  only 
species  added  to  the  Lincolnshire  list  in  1969.  It  arrived  at  the  time  of  an 
influx  of  rare  and  uncommon  spring  migrants  which  included  Hen  Harrier, 
Corncrake,  Wood  Warbler,  Pied  Flycatcher,  Grey-headed  and  Blue-headed 
Wagtails;  also  the  second  county  record  of  Serin  and  the  fourth  county  record 
of  Ortolan  Bunting. 

Other  rare  migrants  recorded  during  the  year  included  Spoonbill,  Red- 
crested  Pochard  2,  Kite,  Honey  Buzzard  2,  Plobby,  Red-footed  Falcon  2, 
Spotted  Crake,  Great  Snipe,  Temminck’s  Stint  6,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Black¬ 
winged  Stilt,  Avocet,  Grey  Phalarope,  Long-tailed  Skua  2,  Glaucous  Gull  12, 
Iceland  Gull  3,  Mediterranean  Gull  3,  Sabine’s  Gull,  White-winged  Black 
Tern  2,  Gull-billed  Tern,  Alpine  Swift,  Hoopoe,  Wryneck  16,  Nutcracker, 
Bearded  Tit  11,  Dipper  (black-bellied  race),  Bluethroat  5  (including  first 
spring  record  for  Lincolnshire),  Savi’s  Warbler  2,  Icterine  Warbler  3,  Barred 
Warbler  9,  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  5,  Richard’s 
Pipit  5,  Water  Pipit,  Great  Grey  Shrike  6,  Red-backed  Shrike  3. 

This  remarkable  number  of  rare  species  reflects  more  than  anything  else  the 
amount  of  time  spent  watching  at  the  more  favoured  coastal  localities.  The 
number  of  rarities  recorded  is  directly  proportional  to  the  time  spent  looking 
for  them  and  when  reviewing  this  increase  of  rarities  one  has  to  remember  the 
unrecorded  hours  that  the  growing  body  of  observers  spend  at  the  coast  during 
the  spring  and  autumn.  One  could  wish  for  a  method  of  recording  the  time 
element  so  that  any  trend  of  occurrences  could  be  quickly  and  easily  recognised. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  both  county  records  of  Serin  have  been  in  the 
spring.  This  bird  is  expanding  its  range  northwards  and  it  may  not  be  long 
before  it  is  nesting  in  Lincolnshire.  Ortolan  Bunting  is  being  recorded  more 
frequently  and  is  also  expanding  its  range  in  Europe  but  unlike  Serin  only  one 
record  is  for  late  spring  and  four  are  autumn  records.  Wood  Warbler,  which 
until  recently  nested  in  Lincolnshire,  is  showing  a  tendency  to  be  recorded 
only  in  the  autumn,  with  few  or  no  spring  records  in  the  past  few  years. 

The  main  feature  of  the  autumn  migration  apart  from  the  rarities  was  the 
unprecedented  number  of  Curlew  Sandpipers  in  the  Wash  and  at  various 
localities  inland.  The  largest  flock  of  400  at  Wisbech  Sewage  Farm  was  ap¬ 
proximately  twice  the  size  of  the  previous  maximum  autumn  flock  at  Holbeach 
in  1959.  In  the  past  the  normal  autumn  flock  has  been  40  —  50.  The  autumn 
numbers  of  Curlew  Sandpiper  have  increased  over  the  past  few  years  probably 
due  to  a  series  of  good  summers  in  its  Arctic  Asian  breeding  area. 

The  1969  breeding  season  was  noted  for  the  scarcity  of  Whitethroats,  low 
numbers  of  Sedge  Warblers  and  Sand  Martins  and  the  absence  of  any  breeding 
records  for  Redstart.  These  exceptionally  low  numbers  were  remarked  upon 
by  most  observers  taking  part  in  the  Lincolnshire  Breeding  Bird  Survey.  The 
low  numbers  were  also  recorded  for  the  rest  of  England  and  various  theories 
have  been  put  forward  in  the  ornithological  press.  They  range  from  the  in¬ 
discriminate  spraying  of  the  vast  flocks  of  grain  eating  finches  in  x\frica,  the 
spraying  of  locusts  in  the  southern  Sahara  to  the  worst  spring  storms  in  history 
over  the  western  Mediterranean.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Lesser  Whitethroat 
whose  spring  migration  route  passes  up  the  eastern  Mediterranean  was  present 
in  normal  or  above  average  numbers  in  the  breeding  season.  There  were  spring 
records  for  Black  Redstart  which  winters  in  some  numbers  north  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  but  few  for  the  usually  more  abundant  but  more  southerly  wintering 
Redstart.  The  Whitethroat  disaster  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  R.  Pearson  using 
information  from  Gibraltar  Point  and  other  county  sources. 
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Introduction 


The  ringing  activities  reflect  the  position  noted  from  the  observation  reports. 
Five  species  ringed  in  Lincolnshire  for  the  first  time,  the  unusually  large  number 
of  Curlew  Sandpiper  ringed  and  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  Whitethroat 
ringed.  The  overall  decrease  in  the  number  of  birds  ringed  probably  reflects 
the  policy  of  the  B.T.O.  ringing  committee  more  than  anything  else.  In  the 
face  of  rising  costs  for  rings  and  equipment  and  demand  for  extra  information 
an  easing  of  effort  might  be  expected  and  a  tendency  to  attempt  to  catch  the 
rarer  species. 

During  the  year  the  Ornithological  Committee  organised  a  course  and  an 
investigation  at  Gibraltar  Point.  The  October  course  was  designed  to  pass  on  to 
ornithologists  however  competent  the  various  techniques  associated  with  the 
study  of  birds.  Lectures  and  demonstrations  were  given  on  anatomy,  taxidermy, 
ringing  and  field  identification.  Highlights  of  the  course  were  the  making  of  a 
museum  skin  from  a  Vulture,  and  the  fine  views  obtained  of  Hen  Harrier  and 
Great  Grey  Shrike.  The  Vulture  had  been  shot  locally  and  was  not  a  genuine 
■wild  bird  as  was  shown  from  the  condition  of  the  lungs  and  feather  abrasion 
particularly  on  the  secondaries.  Comparison  with  available  photographs  and 
descriptions  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  species  involved  was  the  White- 
backed  Vulture  from  South  Africa.  Tutors  on  the  course  were  M.  Johnson, 
J.  S.  Mighell,  R.  B.  Wilkinson  and  P.  J.  Wilson.  Later  in  the  year  a  weekend 
investigation  into  the  Fieldfare  population  was  planned  but  had  to  be  abandon¬ 
ed  after  a  few  hours  due  to  heavy  falls  of  snow.  The  aims  were  to  have  been 
to  establish  the  male  to  female  and  juvenile  ratios  and  to  compile  a  long  series 
of  measurements  on  each  group.  While  this  was  unsuccessful,  opportunity 
was  taken  to  extract  from  the  Gibraltar  Point  ringing  and  migration  logs  the 
accumulated  information  on  Fieldfares.  This  resulted  in  a  short  but  interesting 
paper  discussing  wing  length  and  arrival  dates  with  the  various  weather 
factors.  It  is  hoped  to  pursue  the  Fieldfare  investigation  further  on  a  future 
occasion. 

P.  J.  Wilson. 

THE  DECREASE  IN  WHITETHROATS  AS  REFLECTED  BY  THE 
RINGING  TOTALS  AT  GIBRALTAR  POINT  IN  1969 

As  the  spring  migration  began,  it  became  obvious  that  some  summer  visitors 
were  arriving  in  smaller  numbers  than  usual.  At  Gibraltar  Point,  the  absence 
of  Whitethroats  was  particularly  noticeable.  In  fact  this  was  occurring  on  a 
national  scale,  and  it  was  apparently  the  result  of  a  major  catastrophe  on  the 
migration  routes. 

Ringing  statistics  help  to  give  some  idea  of  the  decline  at  Gibraltar  Point 
where  Whitethroats  are  probably  the  commonest  of  the  breeding  summer 
visitors  and  always  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  ringing  totals.  Figures  obtained 
this  way  however,  are  not  completely  reliable,  for  a  close  approximation  can 
only  be  obtained  if  ringing  is  carried  out  on  the  same  scale  in  the  same  sites 
each  year.  As  these  conditions  have  not  been  fulfilled  over  the  years  studied, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  make  allowance  for  this  and  rely  largely  on  percentages 
in  reaching  my  conclusions. 

The  combined  total  for  all  species  ringed  in  1969  was  lower  than  in  any  of 
the  previous  four  years  and  if  basic  figures  are  adhered  to  for  the  moment 
the  nearest  comparison,  as  regards  totals,  is  with  1965  (Table  I).  Then  only 
700  more  birds  were  ringed,  yet  nearly  three  times  as  many  Whitethroats. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  last  five  years  Whitethroats  accounted  for  less  than 
3%  of  the  grand  total  of  birds  ringed.  Although  the  observatory  was  less 


Decrease  in  Whitethroats 


163 


frequently  used  than  in  many  previous  years  (Table  II)  the  decrease  was  still 
significant.  There  is  another  aspect  to  this  which  cannot  be  ignored;  a  higher 
proportion  of  the  Whitethroats  ringed  in  1969  were  born  during  that  summer 
than  in  any  previous  year  since  1965.  This  is  adequately  illustrated  in  Table  III. 
Hence  the  number  of  adult  birds  was  extremely  small  and  the  numbers  were 
made  up  by  young.  There  is  a  ray  of  hope  here,  for  it  appears  that  there  was 
a  reasonably  good  breeding  season  for  those  birds  which  did  reach  this  country. 


TABLE  I 


Number  of  Whitethroats  ringed  in 
relation  to  other  species 


Year 

White- 

throats 

ringed 

Grand 

total 

0/ 

/o 

1965 

157 

2,969 

5-4 

1966 

159 

3,390 

4-7 

1967 

144 

4,058 

3-6 

1968 

134 

3,028 

4-4 

1969 

55 

2,268 

2-4 

TABLE  II 

To  show  the  frequency  of  manning  the  Observatory  and  the  occasions  on  which 

Whitethroats  were  ringed 


Year 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 

October 

Totals 

1965 

23  (1) 

9  (4) 

4  (4) 

16  (13) 

28  (20) 

26  (10) 

106  (52) 

1966 

15  (7) 

10  (7) 

5  (0) 

12  (9) 

28  (21) 

26  (9) 

96  (53) 

1967 

6  (0) 

11  (6) 

7  (2) 

11  (7) 

17  (16) 

29  (11) 

(2) 

71  (42) 
excl.  Oct. 

1968 

12  (5) 

3  (2) 

8  (3) 

5  (1) 

23  (15) 

25  (16) 

76  (42) 

1969 

5  (2) 

11  (0) 

5  (0) 

4  (4) 

22  (15) 

19  (12) 

66  (33) 

Figures  without  brackets  show  number  of  times  Observatory  was  manned  and  at  least  one  bird 
of  any  species  ringed. 

Figures  in  brackets  show  the  number  of  occasions  on  which  at  least  one  Whitethroat  ringed. 
October  figures  are  unusual  and  can  be  discounted. 


TABLE  HI 
Ages  of  birds  ringed 


Year 

Whitethroats  ringed 

Ads  / 

PJs 

F.G. 

Juv/ 

1Y 

Pall. 

1965 

39 

105 

13 

1966 

77 

1 

81 

1967 

50 

2 

92 

1968 

64 

70 

1969 

15 

40 

This  lack  of  adults  returning  to  breed  is  further  emphasised  in  Table  II. 
Though  the  observatory  was  manned  on  more  occasions  in  May  and  June 
than  in  any  other  year  except  1967,  not  one  Whitethroat  was  ringed  in  these 
months  in  1969.  Even  in  the  best  years,  few  birds  are  ringed  in  these  months, 
but  the  total  lack  of  Whitethroats  ringed  underlines  their  scarcity. 
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Fieldfare  Investigation 


Most  birds  are  ringed  in  the  autumn  and  here  too  there  are  some  interesting 
figures.  On  nearly  68%  of  the  occasions  in  August  1969  when  the  observatory 
was  manned,  at  least  one  Whitethroat  was  ringed.  This  compares  favourably 
with  most  of  the  other  years.  In  September  1969,  the  figure  was  63%,  higher 
in  fact  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  numbers  ringed  however  were  much 
lower  with  T5  birds  a  day  on  average,  compared  with  a  more  usual  figure  of 
between  3  and  4  birds  a  day.  The  autumn  therefore  produced  a  steady  trickle 
of  birds,  with  a  lack  of  any  large  influxes  or  large  numbers  of  local  birds. 

It  would  appear  therefore  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  adult 
Whitethroats  at  Gibraltar  Point  of  between  60%  and  75%  on  the  average  for 
the  previous  four  years.  Also  it  would  appear  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  ratio  of  juveniles  to  adults,  those  birds  that  did  avoid  the  perils  of  migration 
and  arrived  in  northern  Europe  safely,  had  a  high  breeding  success.  If  this 
conclusion  is  correct  and  the  circumstances  which  produced  such  catastrophic 
results  are  not  repeated  in  1970,  then  the  numbers  of  Whitethroats  may 
recover  more  quickly  than  appeared  possible  in  the  mid-summer  of  1969. 

R.  Pearson. 


FIELDFARE  INVESTIGATION,  1969 

A  group  of  ornithologists  in  the  Union  was  formed  to  examine  the  Fieldfare 
population  at  the  Gibraltar  Point  Bird  Observatory.  The  object  was  to  catch, 
age,  sex,  weigh  and  measure  the  wing  length  of  as  many  Fieldfare  as  possible 
during  the  weekend  27th  to  30th  November.  It  was  hoped  that  some  new 
information  about  weight  and  wing  length  for  the  age/sex  groups  would 
emerge  and  also  that  it  would  be  possible  to  establish  the  proportions  of  adults 
and  first  year  birds  in  a  flock  as  a  measure  of  the  1969  breeding  success.  How¬ 
ever  a  blizzard  of  snow  halted  field  work  on  29th  and  the  group  examined  the 
information  on  Fieldfares  that  had  accumulated  in  the  Observatory's  ringing 
and  observation  logs. 

Analysis  of  Ringed  Fieldfares,  1963-68 

The  Fieldfare’s  habit  of  flying  up  out  of  bushes  when  disturbed  and  a 
tendance  to  fly  higher  than  other  thrushes  makes  it  difficult  to  catch,  and  the 
numbers  caught  each  year  at  the  Observatory  depend  not  so  much  on  the 
numbers  of  birds  but  on  the  presence  and  enthusiasm  of  ringers.  The  numbers 
of  birds  caught  were  1963  —  9,  1964  —  8,  1965  —  27,  1966  —  58,  1967  —  4 
and  1968  —  91,  total  197. 

Table  I  gives  the  total  for  each  age/sex  group  of  Fieldfares  over  the  six  years. 
It  is  apparent  that  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  ageing  and  sexing  Field¬ 
fares.  Of  the  197  birds  caught,  23%  (46)  were  not  sexed,  17%  (34)  were 
neither  aged  nor  sexed,  and  of  those  sexed,  83%  (58)  of  the  males  and  86% 

TABLE  I 


Age/sex  details  of  197  Fieldfares  caught  and  ringed  at  Gibraltar  Point  1963-68 


MALES 

FEMALES 

NOT  SEXED 

1st 

Winter 

Adult 

Full- 

Grown 

1st 

Winter 

Adult 

Full- 

Grown 

1st 

Winter 

Adult 

Full- 

Grown 

No. 

of 

Birds 

4 

8 

58 

9 

2 

70 

7 

5 

34 

Fieldfare  Investigation 
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(70)  of  the  females  were  not  aged.  While  it  would  seem  that  it  is  equally 
difficult  to  age  males  as  females,  adult  males  are  easier  to  identify  than  adult 
females.  With  only  12%  (23)  of  the  Fieldfares  having  complete  age  and  sex 
details,  any  analysis  of  age/sex  ratios  is  impossible. 


Examination  of  weight  and  wing-length  of  Fieldfares  caught,  1963-68 

Of  the  197  Fieldfares  caught  during  the  six  years,  there  are  no  weights  for 
14  and  no  measurements  for  17. 

Weight.  Most  of  the  Fieldfares  are  caught  between  1st  October  and  31st 
January.  Table  II  gives  average  weight  of  birds  caught  in  fifteen  day  periods 
over  this  time.  While  small  numbers  of  Fieldfares  have  been  noted  at  Gibraltar 
Point  in  August  and  September,  the  main  immigrations  were  in  October  and 
the  first  half  of  November.  From  Table  II  it  may  be  assumed  that  Fieldfares 
flying  non-stop  from  Scandinavia  lose  15  —  20  gms.  of  body  weight  and  that 
this  is  largely  regained  by  mid-December  (Sea  Buckthorn  contributing  a  major 
source  of  food),  after  which  the  average  weight  again  drops,  presumably  as  a 
result  of  food  shortage  and  the  onset  of  severe  weather  rather  than  as  a  result 
of  a  fresh  immigration.  It  should  be  noted  that  there  are  no  weights  recorded 
for  Fieldfares  caught  in  the  period  1st —  15th  January. 

TABLE  n 


Average  weight  of  birds  caught  in  fifteen  day  periods  from  October-January 


Dates 

Oct. 

1—15 

Oct. 

16—31 

Nov. 

1—15 

Nov. 

16—30 

Dec. 

1—15 

Dec. 

16—31 

Tan. 

16—31 

Av.  weight  in  gms. 
for  15  day  period 

98-3 

104 

108-3 

111*2 

117-8 

112-5 

114-4 

Number  of  birds 

7 

42 

44 

59 

8 

8 

8 

The  above  is  the  combined  total  for  each  fifteen  day  period  over  the  six  years  1963-68. 


Wing-length.  183  of  the  197  birds  caught  were  measured  for  wing-length. 
They  range  from  126  mm  to  153  mm.  The  wing-lengths  were  treated  in  a 
similar  manner  to  the  weights  and  averaged  out  for  the  same  15  day  periods. 
There  was  no  significant  difference,  the  range  being  143*7  mm  to  144*6  mm. 
Unfortunately  there  were  not  sufficient  first-winter  and  adult  birds  in  each 
15  day  sample  period  to  attempt  to  show  that  first-winter  birds  have  a  lower 
weight  and  shorter  wing  than  adults.  However  the  longest  and  shortest  winged 
birds  were  examined. 

There  were  13  birds,  6  males,  6  females  and  one  unsexed,  in  the  sample  of 
197  with  a  wing-length  of  between  150  mm  and  153  mm  (average  151*2  mm). 
The  average  weight  of  these  birds  was  110  gms.,  and  the  wing-length  to 
weight  ratio  was  T37.  There  were  12  birds,  3  males,  4  females  and  5  not 
sexed,  with  wing-lengths  in  the  range  126  mm  to  139  mm  (average  135*6  mm). 
The  average  weight  102  gms.,  and  the  wing-length  to  weight  ratio  T33.  Thus 
the  largest  birds  were  also  the  heaviest  and  the  smallest  were  the  lightest.  It 
would  also  appear  that  the  latter  group  were  the  more  difficult  to  sex.  The 
individuals  of  these  groups  were  distributed  evenly  throughout  the  six-year 
catching  period,  September  to  April. 
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Several  graphs  and  diagrams  were  prepared  using  available  data  on  date 
of  catching,  wing-length,  weight,  age  and  sex.  None  of  these  graphs  provided 
conclusive  information,  only  the  suggestion  that  long-winged  birds  arrived 
earliest  in  the  immigration  period  and  that  these  birds  were  relatively  light  in 
weight.  It  is  tempting  to  suggest  that  these  birds  come  from  a  northern  race 
(of  long  winged  birds)  and  have  to  migrate  earlier  and  fly  further  than  the 
later  arrivals  which  come  from  a  more  southern  part  of  the  breeding  area. 
Due  to  the  small  numbers  involved,  none  of  these  suggestions  could  be  tested. 

Investigation  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Chapman,  E.  Clipson,  F.  Kime,  P.  Overton,  P.  Prince, 
R.  B.  Wilkinson  and  P.  J.  Wilson.  D.  Morley  assisted  with  the  calculations  and  all  statistical 
information  was  checked  by  Mrs.  R.  E.  Logan,  b.sc.  Permission  to  use  the  records  of  The 
Lincolnshire  Trust  for  Nature  Conservation’s  Gibraltar  Point  Bird  Observatory  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 


RINGING  REPORT 

In  direct  contrast  to  the  national  tendency,  the  number  of  birds  ringed  in 
Lincolnshire  decreased  for  the  second  year  in  succession.  Whitethroats  showed 
the  most  dramatic  fall  in  numbers  with  only  153  ringed  as  against  534  in  1968. 
The  number  of  species  ringed  increased  by  six  and  included  Merlin,  Tem- 
minck’s  Stint,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Great  Reed  Warbler  and  five  Barred  Warblers. 
The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  ringing  of  270  Curlew  Sandpipers. 
Almost  all  these  birds  were  caught  by  the  W.W.R.G.  Up  to  the  end  of  1968 
only  311  birds  of  this  species  had  been  caught  in  Britain  since  ringing  began. 

The  Acrocephalus  Warbler  Enquiry  completed  its  third  year.  Only  778 
Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  were  ringed,  owing  to  a  lessening  of  ringing  activity. 
Reed  Warblers  produced  four  foreign  recoveries  including  one  in  West  Africa. 
A  juvenile  Reed  Warbler  ringed  near  Lincoln  was  recovered  in  north  Spain 
only  four  days  later.  The  bird  had  travelled  more  than  700  miles.  Sedge 
Warblers  were  less  rewarding  and  as  in  1968  there  was  only  one  recovery. 


Species 

Total 

Species 

Total 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

8 

Whimbrel 

2 

Shag 

1 

Green  Sandpiper 

11 

Heron 

2 

Common  Sandpiper 

39 

Mallard 

453 

Redshank 

31 

Teal 

43 

Spotted  Redshank 

1 

Gadwall 

2 

Greenshank 

4 

Wigeon 

2 

Knot 

8 

Pintail 

5 

Temminck’s  Stint 

1 

Shoveler 

5 

Dunlin 

85 

Tufted  Duck 

111 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

270 

Pochard 

13 

Ruff 

38 

Shelduck 

16 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

Pink-footed  Goose 

1 

Herring  Gull 

17 

Canada  Goose 

87 

Common  Gull 

12 

Mute  Swan 

43 

Black-headed  Gull 

88 

Merlin 

1 

Common  Tern 

33 

Kestrel 

10 

Arctic  Tern 

1 

Water  Rail 

4 

Little  Tern 

1 

Moorhen 

63 

Sandwich  Tern 

5 

Coot 

140 

Stock  Dove 

9 

Oystercatcher 

332 

Wood  Pigeon 

36 

Lapwing 

59 

Turtle  Dove 

10 

Ringed  Plover 

60 

Collared  Dove 

1 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

4 

Cuckoo 

8 

Grey  Plover 

1 

Barn  Owl 

8 

Golden  Plover 

2 

Tawny  Owl 

3 

Turnstone 

8 

Long-eared  Owl 

4 

Snipe 

60 

Swift 

4 

Jack  Snipe 

3 

Kingfisher 

3 

Woodcock 

2 

Green  Woodpecker 

4 
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Species 

Total 

Species 

Total 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

1 

Sedge  Warbler 

350 

Wryneck 

4 

Icterine  Warbler 

1 

Skylark 

19 

Blackcap 

261 

Shorelark 

1 

Barred  Warbler 

5 

Swallow 

1872 

Garden  Warbler 

132 

Flouse  Martin 

122 

Whitethroat 

153 

Sand  Martin 

1273 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

72 

Carrion  Crow 

9 

Willow  Warbler 

939 

Jackdaw 

7 

Chiffchaff 

66 

Magpie 

4 

Goldcrest 

189 

Jay 

11 

Firecrest 

1 

Great  Tit 

145 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

52 

Blue  Tit 

479 

Pied  Flycatcher 

94 

Coal  Tit 

35 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

1 

Marsh  Tit 

10 

Dunnock 

1104 

Willow  Tit 

94 

Meadow  Pipit 

79 

Long-tailed  Tit 

143 

Richard’s  Pipit 

1 

Bearded  Tit 

2 

Tree  Pipit 

19 

Treecreeper 

27 

Pied  Wagtail 

55 

Wren 

313 

Grey  Wagtail 

1 

Mistle  Thrush 

10 

Yellow  Wagtail 

3 

Fieldfare 

366 

Starling 

1141 

Song  Thrush 

894 

Greenfinch 

611 

Redwing 

209 

Goldfinch 

168 

Ring  Ouzel 

11 

Siskin 

1 

Blackbird 

2755 

Linnet 

493 

Wheatear 

21 

Redpoll 

326 

Whinchat 

9 

Bullfinch 

506 

Redstart 

229 

Chaffinch 

433 

Black  Redstart 

3 

Brambling 

96 

Nightingale 

1 

Yellowhammer 

134 

Bluethroat 

3 

Corn  Bunting 

1 

Robin 

621 

Reed  Bunting 

691 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

38 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

Great  Reed  Warbler 

1 

House  Sparrow 

1048 

Reed  Warbler 

428 

Tree  Sparrow 

Total  22,324  of  132  species. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

The  total  number  of  recoveries  received  is  given  in  brackets  after  the  name 
of  the  species.  All  recoveries  have  been  filed  for  future  reference,  so  it  was  thought 
unnecessary  to  print  in  full  30  foreign  recoveries  from  usual  localities.  However, 
these  have  been  summarised  and  listed  below. 

Work  at  Deeping  St.  James  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  duck  recoveries 
including  an  outstanding  series  of  four  Pochard  recoveries.  The  birds  reported 
in  Finland  and  Portugal  were  both  British  ‘firsts’.  Another  British  ‘first’  was 
the  Curlew  Sandpiper  controlled  in  Tunisia.  Fieldfares  provided  not  only  the 
usual  Scandinavian  recoveries  but  also  one  bird  in  Turkey. 

Key  to  symbols  used 

Age:  pull  —  nestling  or  chick,  not  yet  flying.  Sex:  <J  —  male, 

juv  —  young,  able  to  fly  freely.  $  —  female, 

ly  —  first  year  of  life, 
ad  —  adult,  at  least  one  year  old. 
pj  —  post  juvenile, 

fg  —  full  grown,  age  uncertain. 

Manner  of  recovery :  v  —  controlled,  caught  and  released  with  ring. 

+  —  shot  or  killed  by  man. 
x  —  found  dead  or  dying. 

(  )  —  caught  alive  and  either  not  released  or  released  with  ring  removed. 
Distances:  distances  in  miles  are  given  for  British  recoveries. 

Co-ordinates:  Co-ordinates  of  all  Foreign  recoveries  are  shown. 

Abbreviations:  S.F.  —  sewage  farm. 
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Shag  (1) 
pull 

24.6.68 

Isle  of  May,  Fife. 

X 

6.3.69 

Boston  Docks  (245  miles  SE). 

Shoveler  (3) 

ad  $ 

15.8.69 

Wisbech  S.F. 

X 

4.9.69 

Harfleur,  FRANCE  (48.30  N,  0.20  E). 

ad 

3.9.66 

Wisbech  S.F. 

+ 

0.11.67 

Sueca,  SPAIN  (39.13  N,  0.19  W). 

juv 

20.8.66 

Wisbech  S.F. 

+ 

20.9.68 

Berezovo,  U.S.S.R.  (63.55  N,  65.02  E). 

Tufted  Duck  (2) 

juv^ 

9.1.68 

Deeping  St.  James. 

X 

24.11.68 

Surendorf,  GERMANY  (54.28  N,  10.05  E). 

29.3.68 

Deeping  St.  James. 

X 

5.5.68 

Marby,  FINLAND  (60.12  N,  19.40  E). 

Pochard  (4) 

ad  £ 

27.11.65 

Deeping  St.  James. 

+ 

5.5.68 

Tykocin,  POLAND  (52.40  N,  22.46  E). 

%<? 

6. 1 .66 

Deeping  St.  James. 

X 

25.5.68 

Mariehamn,  FINLAND  (60.05  N,  19.55  E). 

22.9.66 

Deeping  St.  James. 

X 

3.2.68 

Muge,  PORTUGAL  (39.06  N,  8.42  W). 

19.2.68 

Deeping  St.  James. 

+ 

10.5.68 

Nivshera,  U.S.S.R.  (62.23  N,  52.51  E). 

Shelduck  (3) 

juv 

24.8.59 

Flolbeach. 

V 

13.8.69 

Weser  Estuary,  GERMANY  (53.35  N,  6.30  E). 

Moorhen  (1) 

% 

12.12.66 

Wrangle. 

T 

6.3.68 

Ville,  FRANCE  (48.44  N,  5.38  E). 

Coot  (1) 

iy<? 

13.10.67 

Deeping  St.  James. 

T 

15.1.68 

Port  Maubert,  FRANCE  (45.26  N,  0.46  W). 

Lapwing  (3) 

% 

26.4.64 

Amager,  DENMARK  (55.38  N,  12.34  E). 

X 

29.3.69 

Fluttoft  Bank. 

pull 

23.5.68 

Great  Steeping. 

X 

27.12.68 

Ciboure,  FRANCE  (43.30  N,  1.30  W). 

pj 

4.8.67 

Wisbech  S.F. 

X 

1.6.68 

Arkhangel,  U.S.S.R.  (64.32  N,  40.40  E). 

Grey  Plover  ( 1 ) 

ad 

15.1.64 

Benington. 

X 

15.8.68 

Kettinge,  DENMARK  (54.42  N,  11.50  E). 

Turnstone  (1) 

juv 

23.8.66 

Gibraltar  Point. 

X 

15.5.69 

Rihtniemi,  FINLAND  (61 .03  N,  21 . 19  E). 

Snipe  (1) 

Pj 

15.8.63 

Tetney. 

X 

30.1.69 

Plounevez-Lochrist,  FRANCE  (48.37  N,  4.13  W) 

Common  Sandpiper  ( 1 ) 

juv 

3.9.66 

Wisbech  S.F. 

X 

7.12.68 

Puentedeurne,  SPAIN  (43.24  N,  8.10  W). 

Selected  Ringing  Recoveries 
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Knot  (2) 

ad  3.9.63  Holbeach. 

x  24.5.68  Insel  Sylt,  GERMANY  (55.03  N,  8.26  E). 

Dunlin  (4) 

Four  recoveries  involved  SWEDEN. 

Curlew  Sandpiper  (1) 

fg  5.10.63  Wisbech  S.F. 

v  18.5.68  Rades,  TUNISIA  (36.46  N,  10.17  E). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  (1) 


iy 

31.8.68 

Tetney. 

X 

6.1.69 

Bintley,  Durham  (115  miles  NW). 

Herring  Gull  (1) 

pull  3.9.68 

Wick,  Caithness. 

X 

3.5.69 

Donna  Nook  (360  miles  SE). 

Common  Gull  (3) 

ad  6.2.65 

Benington. 

X 

18.5.68 

Brusand,  NORWAY  (58.31  N,  5.45  E). 

iy 

24.12.65 

Deeping  St.  James. 

X 

14.6.68 

Sollested,  DENMARK  (54.49  N,  11.17  E). 

ad 

14.1.66 

Deeping  St.  James. 

X 

25.3.68 

Creil,  NETHERLANDS  (52.46  N,  5.36  E). 

Black-headed  Gull  (3) 

ad  5.2.65 

Benington. 

X 

2.7.69 

Judberg,  DENMARK  (55.20  N,  10.40  E). 

pull 

20.6.69 

Skagen,  DENMARK  (57.44  N,  10.36  E). 

V 

30.8.69 

Wainfleet. 

Swift  (3) 

ad 

7.7.65 

Marston. 

1 

15.9.68 

Masalfasar,  SPAIN  (39.34  N,  0.24  W). 

Swallow  7 ) 

juv 

8.9.67 

Scredington. 

X 

31.3.69 

Nr.  Windhoak,  S.W.  AFRICA  (22.34  S,  17.06  E). 

juv 

4.9.68 

Scredington. 

X 

12.2.69 

Idutywa,  SOUTH  AFRICA  (32.06  S,  28.20  E). 

% 

6.1.69 

Skinnerspruit,  SOUTH  AFRICA  (25.43  S,  28.10  E). 

V 

23.7.69 

Barton-on-Humber. 

juv 

28.9.68 

Lincoln. 

X 

10.10.69 

Zarcilla  de  Ramos,  SPAIN  (37.40  N,  1.41  W). 

Fieldfare  (8) 

iy 

3.11.66 

Skegness. 

winter  1968/69  Drongen,  BELGIUM  (51.03  N,  3.40  E). 
25.2.68  Tetney. 

23.11.69  Basagae,  TURKEY  (38.28  N,  30.16  E). 


Other  foreign  recoveries  were  in  NORWAY  and  FINLAND  (2). 

Song  Thrush  (12) 

pj  5.11.67  Anderby  Creek. 

x  22.3.69  Crek,  NETHERLANDS  (52.46  N,  5.40  E). 

Other  foreign  recoveries  were  in  FRANCE  (2),  SPAIN  (5)  and  PORTUGAL 

Ring  Ouzel  (2) 

ad  $  23.10.69  Donna  Nook. 

+  1.11.69  Lignan  de  Bazes,  FRx\NCE  (44.24  N,  0.17  W). 
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Blackbird  (27) 

juv  S  17.9.69  Duinbergen,  BELGIUM  (51.21  N,  3.16  E). 

v  6.10.69  Gibraltar  Point. 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  NORWAY  (2),  SWEDEN  (2),  DENMARK 
(3),  NETHERLANDS  (2),  GERMANY  (3)  and  SPAIN. 

Robin  (3) 


pj 

25.10.68 

Anderby  Creek. 

X 

17.2.69 

Brest,  FRANCE  (48.23  N,  4.30  W). 

Reed  Warbler  (9) 

ly  6.9.65 

Tetney. 

( ) 

20.4.69 

St.  Louis,  SENEGAL  (16.01  N,  16.29  W). 

iy 

4.9.69 

Gibraltar  Point. 

X 

6.10.69 

Paraimo,  PORTUGAL  (40.29  N,  8.29  W) 

juv 

15.7.69 

Skellingthorpe. 

X 

31.8.69 

Oeiras,  PORTUGAL  (38.42  N,  9.16  W). 

juv 

21.8.68 

Skellingthorpe. 

X 

25.8.68 

Derio,  SPAIN  (43.18  N,  2.53  W). 

ly 

17.8.67 

Friskney  Decoy. 

V 

17.6.68 

Hornsea  Mere,  Yorks.  (58  miles  NNW). 

juv 

21.7.68 

Swanpool,  Lincoln. 

X 

6.8.69 

Barrow-on-Soar,  Leics.  (40  miles  SW). 

juv 

13.7.68 

Barton-on-Humber. 

V 

9.7.69 

Hornsea  Mere,  Yorks.  (18  miles  NE). 

and 

juv 

21.7.69 

16.7.67 

Fairburn,  Yorks. 

V 

14.7.69 

Skellingthorpe  (45  miles  SE). 

PJ 

19.5.68 

Attenborough,  Notts. 

V 

14.7.69 

Skellingthorpe  (35  miles  NE). 

Sedge  Warbler  ( 1 ) 

juv  15.7.69 

Thorpe  Culvert. 

V 

27.7.69 

Rye  Meads,  Herts  (90  miles  S). 

Blackcap  (2) 

pj  9 

5.11.68 

Anderby  Creek. 

V 

16.9.69 

Liedekerke,  BELGIUM  (50.52  N,  4.05  E). 

Starling  (5) 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  NETHERLANDS  and  GERMANY. 

Greenfinch  (5) 

ly?  19.1.69 

Coleby. 

X 

19.4.69 

Cannock  Chase,  Staffs  (65  miles  WSW). 

iy 

25.3.68 

Nocton. 

V 

8.12.68 

Cheadle,  Cheshire  (75  miles  WNW). 

Goldfinch  (3) 

ly  5.10.68 

Huttoft  Bank. 

+ 

24.10.68 

Ociar,  SPAIN  (43.16  N,  2.19  W). 

juv 

12.8.68 

Friskney  Decoy. 

+ 

18.2.69 

Alfaro,  SPAIN  (42.11  N,  0.11  E). 

Linnet  (1) 

juv 

30.7.67 

Freshfield,  Lancs. 

x  ca. 

1.5.68 

Friskney  Decoy  (135  miles  ESE). 

Wash  Census 
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Chaffinch  (2) 

ad  $  20.4.66 

x  30.3.69 

fg$  31.10.67 

v  9.3.69 

Brambling  (1) 

fg  8.11.68 

v  23.2.69 


Bakkum,  NETHERLANDS  (52.34  N,  4.39  E). 
Gibraltar  Point. 

Western  Schouwen,  NETHERLANDS  (51.41  N, 
3.43  E). 

Coleby. 

Omdal,  NORWAY  (58.24  N,  6.23  E). 

Nocton. 


Other  species  for  which  recoveries  were  received  but  are  not  given  in  full: 
Kestrel.  Pheasant,  Oystercatcher,  Common  Tern,  Wood  Pigeon,  Barn  Owl, 
Little  Owl,  House  Martin,  Sand  Martin,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit,  Redwing, 
Willow  Warbler,  Dunnock,  Redpoll,  Bullfinch,  Reed  Bunting  and  House 
Sparrow. 

G.  P.  Shaw. 


LINCOLNSHIRE  WASH  BREEDING  CENSUS 

JUNE,  1969 

The  Wash  has  one  of  the  longest  stretches  of  undeveloped  coastline  in  the 
country  and  as  such  represents  one  of  Lincolnshire’s  largest  and  most  natural 
bird  reserves.  On  many  occasions  passage  or  wintering  wildfowl  and  waders 
have  been  counted  especially  by  members  of  Cambridge  Bird  Club,  but  only 
rarely  have  any  breeding  numbers  been  assessed  and  then  only  for  small  parts 
of  the  area.  During  June,  1969  I  carried  out  a  census  of  the  whole  of  the 
Lincolnshire  part  of  the  Wash  from  Gibraltar  Point  to  the  Norfolk  border  at 
Terrington.  The  results  were  expected  to  be  of  interest  to  the  Lincolnshire 
Breeding  Bird  Survey,  B.T.O.  Atlas,  Operation  Seafarer,  and  the  Nature 
Conservancy’s  Ecological  Survey  of  the  Wash  and  the  results  have  been  for¬ 
warded  to  these  enquiries. 

The  coastline  was  divided  up  into  a  number  of  areas  2  —  3  miles  long  and 
each  area  was  covered  by  walking  along  the  sea  bank  and  back  through  the 
middle  of  the  marsh.  The  areas  censused  were  the  marsh  and  sea  bank  and 
associated  pools  behind  the  sea  bank  although  any  waders  and  ducks  seen  on 
adjacent  fields  were  also  included.  The  number  of  pairs  of  each  breeding  species 
were  estimated  and  the  number  of  non-breeding  birds  present  were  also  noted. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  count  numbers  of  non-breeding  birds  on  the  mud¬ 
flats  since  as  the  census  was  mainly  carried  out  at  low-tide  this  area  was  too 
extensive.  Figures  for  some  of  the  coastal  species  at  Gibraltar  Point  have  been 
supplied  by  R.  B.  Wilkinson. 

One  of  the  most  surprising  results  was  the  number  of  pairs  of  Oystercatchers 
as  previously  only  a  few  pairs  had  been  recorded  breeding  in  the  county. 
Numbers  of  Redshanks  and  Shelducks  also  represent  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Lincolnshire  population  and  the  loss  of  habitat  likely  on  the  creation  of  a 
Wash  Barrage  would  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  county  population  of  these 
species. 

Of  the  rarer  species  the  position  of  Montagu’s  Harriers  seems  rather  precarious 
as  any  nests  on  the  marsh  are  nearly  always  flooded  out.  Numbers  of  Marsh 
Harriers  summering  seem  to  be  increasing  and  the  Wash  may  be  an  important 
reservoir  of  young  birds  for  the  small  British  breeding  population.  The  occur¬ 
rence  of  two  little  Gulls  is  of  interest  as  this  species  is  a  possible  future  British 
colonist  and  the  Wash  seems  a  likely  area  since  it  is  on  the  same  latitude  as 
the  nearest  breeding  population. 
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9/6 

9/6 

10/6 

10/6 

Time  Taken  (Hours) 

3 

3 

3-5 

2 

2 

2-5 

2-5 

2 

Distance  Along  Sea 

Bank  (Miles) 

2-0 

2-2 

2-2 

2-7 

1-8 

1-7 

1-7 

1-8 

2-2 

Heron 

(4) 

Flamingo 

Mallard 

1 

2  (20) 

1  (16) 

2  (10) 

3 

2 

(20) 

(6) 

Shoveler 

Shelduck 

15 

30 

10 

25 

15 

5 

5 

5 

20 

Mute  Swan 

Marsh  Harrier 

(1) 

(1) 

One 

pair  pr 

Kestrel 

(1) 

Red-legged  Partridge 

2 

Partridge 

1 

1 

Pheasant 

1 

Moorhen 

1 

Oystercatcher 

2 

2 

2  (25) 

2  (100) 

2 

(1) 

2 

4 

Lapwing 

1 

(3) 

I 

(4) 

Ringed  Plover 

25 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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2 
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10 
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Little  Gull 
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20 

2 
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Common  Tern 

1 

20 

6 

5 

Little  Tern 

20 
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Stock  Dove 

(10) 
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Wood  Pigeon 

(6) 

3 
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2 

Turtle  Dove 
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2 

(2) 
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Cuckoo 

1 

Short-eared  Owl 

Swift 

Skylark 

20 

20 

15 

20 

20 

20 

30 

25 

Swallow 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Carrion  Crow 

1 

Song  Thrush 

1 

1 

1 

Blackbird 

1 

1 

2 

Black  Redstart 

(1) 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Key  to  tables 

Numbers  given  are  estimated  numbers  of  pairs  of  breeding  species  with  number  of  non¬ 
breeding  birds  in  brackets.  Grid  references  are  given  for  start  and  finish  points  of  each  area. 
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Table  I — continued. 
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The  most  important  breeding  area  clearly  lies  between  the  river  Witham 
and  the  river  Welland  with  large  concentrations  of  birds  of  many  of  the  species. 
The  creation  of  a  nature  reserve  here  would  be  an  important  step,  but  really 
the  preservation  of  the  whole  of  the  Wash  in  its  present  state  is  of  utmost 
importance  so  that  all  aspects  of  breeding,  passage  and  wintering  are  catered 
for.  Its  value  lies  in  its  great  size  and  remoteness  and  any  major  scheme  would 
probably  destroy  this. 

K.  Atkin. 


OILED  SEABIRDS  ON  THE  LINCOLNSHIRE  COAST 

Searching  stretches  of  coastline  for  dead  and  oiled  birds  is  not  new;  it  has 
been  practised  by  some  birdwatchers  for  years.  What  is  fairly  recent  however 
is  the  awareness  that  organised  full-scale  beachcombing  can  provide  the 
necessary  data  to  assist  the  solution  of  a  number  of  seabird  problems.  Also 
that  it  is  essential  to  have  maximum  documentation  of  the  damage  caused  by 
oil  pollution  whether  to  beaches,  birds  or  any  other  form  of  life,  to  ensure  that 
whenever  possible,  both  those  responsible  for  the  pollution  and  the  pollution 
itself  are  effectively  dealt  with. 

Since  1968  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  in  conjunction  with 
the  Sea-Bird  Group  and  the  Nature  Conservancy  has  designed  new  reporting 
forms  for  use  by  participants  in  its  Beached  Birds  Survey,  and  greater  efforts 
have  been  made  both  at  national  and  local  levels  to  create  more  interest.  The 
main  new  development  is  the  International  Beached  Birds  Survey,  taking 
place  over  a  pre-arranged  winter  weekend  each  year,  when  maximum  numbers 
of  seabirds  in  their  winter  range  are  likely  to  coincide  with  severe  weather 
and/or  oil  pollution  in  western  Europe.  Information  on  the  species,  ages  and 
geographical  origin  of  the  species  involved  can  be  gained  from  this  survey  and 
a  much  fuller  picture  of  the  distribution  of  seabirds  around  the  British  Isles 
can  be  provided.  Additionally  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  finding  a  rarity: 
White-billed  Diver  and  Brunnichs  Guillemot  are  two  such  species  which  have 
been  found  since  the  national  survey  started. 

The  great  asset  of  this  type  of  enquiry  is  that  anyone,  irrespective  of  ornitho¬ 
logical  status,  can  participate.  Obviously  if  one  can  recognise  few  seabirds 
then  the  counting  will  be  rather  more  laborious  and  perhaps  some  species 
will  be  overlooked,  but  as  most  seabirds  (including  ducks)  can  be  identified 
and  often  aged  by  examination  of  the  wing,  then  all  that  is  needed  is  for  one 
wing  to  be  removed  from  each  bird  found  (providing  that  it  is  not  excessively 
fouled  by  oil)  and  forwarded  to  an  authority  who  will  make  the  necessary 
identification.  (The  R.S.P.B.  will  accept  wings  which  have  been  left  to  dry 
for  a  while  after  removal.) 

The  first  International  Beached  Birds  Survey  took  place  on  22/23  February 
1969  and  it  coincided  with  an  oil  spillage  of  150  tons  off  the  Frisian  Islands 
which  eventually  proved  to  be  the  worst  oiling  disaster  in  Europe  that  year. 
Thousands  of  ducks,  mainly  Common  Scoter  and  Eider,  were  reported  killed 
and  the  higher  mortality  of  other  seabirds  down  the  east  coast  in  the  two  w’eeks 
following  the  survey  was  probably  caused  by  this. 

In  the  table  the  main  species  involved  in  Lincolnshire  are  presented  by 
date  against  the  localities  covered  by  county  observers.  It  can  be  seen  that 
although  a  high  number  of  birds  were  found  on  the  survey  weekend,  a  much 
higher  number  was  found  later.  Not  all  auks  found  were  checked  for  age  and, 
or  race  but  such  details  as  were  obtained  are  as  follows :  Guillemots  —  1 1 
southern  race  and  5  northern  race,  singles  of  the  bridled  form  were  found  at 
North  Coates,  Donna  Nook  and  Mablethorpe.  Razorbill  —  no  northern  race 
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recorded,  but  of  11  examined  for  age  9  were  adult  and  2  were  2nd  year. 
Puffin  —  two  1st  year  birds  had  wing  lengths  greater  than  the  maximum  for 
the  southern  race,  tying  up  with  long-winged,  probably  Arctic,  birds  found  at 
Spurn.  Of  19  birds  aged,  10  were  adult,  the  rest  1st  year.  One  bird  found  at 
Mablethorpe  was  in  wing  moult.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  extra  usefulness 
of  beachcombing  in  the  Lapwing  records.  These  birds  would  clearly  not  be 
affected  by  oiling  in  the  normal  way  and  must  have  succumbed  to  other 
adverse  conditions  whilst  on  migration;  one  bird  found  at  Huttoft  had  been 
ringed  in  Denmark. 

Other  species  not  given  in  the  table  were  a  Little  Auk,  10  Shelduck,  1  Red- 
Breasted  Merganser,  2  Wigeon,  2  Pintail  and  an  Eider. 

R.  K.  Norman. 


Observers  taking  part,  to  whom  grateful  thanks  are  extenedd,  were  K.A., 
D.B.,  S.C.,  J.F.C.,  P.L.,  S.L.,  R.K.N.,  G.L.O.,  M.P.,  C.S.  and  R.B.W. 


BACKGROUND  TO  THE  LINCOLNSHIRE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY 


This  paper  brings  together  two  articles  concerning  the  survey  of  birds 
breeding  in  Lincolnshire  which  first  appeared  in  the  Lincolnshire  Bird  Bulletin 
(Annual  Report  1967  and  No.  7,  January,  1968).  In  view  of  the  interest 
aroused  in  the  survey,  together  with  the  importance  of  the  work  being  under¬ 
taken,  it  was  thought  that  some  form  of  the  original  articles  should  appear  in 
Transactions.  It  is  the  prime  aim  of  this  account  to  draw  attention  to  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  present  bird  population  in  Lincolnshire,  suggest  the  future 
trends  and  outline  the  method  of  recording  the  present  state  of  our  avifauna 
to  provide  a  yardstick  by  which  future  population  trends  may  be  measured. 

Bird  populations  have  always  fluctuated  both  in  numbers  and  in  the  species 
comprising  the  populations.  These  long  term  fluctuations  have,  until  compara¬ 
tively  recent  times,  always  been  in  tune  with  climatic  changes.  Until  2,000 
years  ago  the  main  factors  affecting  the  distribution  and  populations  of  birds 
were  climatic  variation  and  their  effects  on  the  vegetation.  After  that  time 
the  human  population  in  Lincolnshire,  predominantly  farmers  and  herdsmen, 
had  risen  to  such  a  level  that  their  activities  were  the  major  factors  controlling 
the  vegetation.  From  then  onwards  the  bird  population,  composed  mainly  of 
woodland  species,  has  been  at  the  mercy  of  changing  agricultural  techniques 
and  human  demands  on  the  land. 

In  the  Wolds  it  is  possible  that  farming  activities  date  back  to  3000  B.C. 
Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  gradual  de-afforestation  and  very  broadly 
four  periods  of  farming  activity. 


1 .  Neolithic  to  Iron  Age : 

2.  Roman 

3.  Anglo-Saxon  to  Post- 
Medieval  : 

4.  Recent : 


grazing  —  mainly  cattle  —  change  from  wood¬ 
land  birds  to  birds  of  the  open  scattered  scrub 
—  finches  —  chats. 

grain  —  favouring  larks,  partridge  —  pheasant 
introduced. 

grazing  —  sheep,  rabbits  (warrening)  favour¬ 
ing  Wheatear,  Meadow  Pipit  and  Stone  Curlew 

grain  on  ‘clean’  land  —  Skylarks  and  Corn¬ 
bunting 
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In  the  Fens  the  sequence  was  somewhat  different: 

1 .  Neolithic  to  Bronze  Age :  grazing  —  estuary  birds 

2.  Bronze  Age:  open  water 

3.  Roman:  grazing  and  grain  —  birds  of  marsh  and  re¬ 

claimed  land  —  Snipe  and  Lapwing 

4.  Anglo-Saxon  to  Post-  Wild  fowling,  few  sheep  —  true  fen  birds  — 

Medieval:  Bittern,  Duck  and  Acrocephalus  warblers 

5.  Recent:  grain  and  root  crops  —  Reed  Bunting  and 

Skylark 

This  should  put  the  present  day  situation  into  perspective  for  we  have  already 
advanced  some  ten  years  from  the  start  of  an  intensive  mechanised  and  chemical 
farming  revolution.  Two  other  points  may  be  noted:  Lincolnshire  has  a  low 
rainfall  but  at  one  time  it  must  have  had  more  open  water  and  fen  than  any 
other  county  in  England ;  now  all  the  large  inland  bodies  of  water  are  artificial 
and  it  is  one  of  the  driest  areas  in  England,  and  there  is  no  area  of  Lincolnshire 
that  has  not  been  altered  by  the  activities  of  man. 

The  present  distribution  will  now  be  considered  by  numbers  of  breeding 
birds  in  Woodland,  Wetland  and  Open  habitats.  This  grouping  excludes 
birds  of  coastland  and  the  birds  like  Housemartin  and  Swift  which  are  directly 
associated  with  man’s  dwellings. 


Woodland  Birds 

Of  the  sixty  species  of  woodland  birds  fourteen  are  definitely  declining  due 
more  than  anything  else  to  loss  of  habitat,  though  pesticides  must  be  responsible 
for  the  decline  of  owls,  Sparrowhawk  and  Stock  Dove.  The  birds  most  affected 
by  loss  of  habitat  are  the  ones  least  adaptable  —  woodpeckers  and  Nightjar. 
A  further  reduction  in  the  woodpecker’s  most  favourable  habitat  will  leave  a 
few  pairs  in  widely  scattered  habitats.  This  has  already  happened  to  the 
Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  whose  total  county  population  is  only  5  —  10  pairs. 
It  cannot  be  long  before  the  other  woodpeckers  are  reduced  to  this  level. 
Nightjars  are  the  least  adaptable;  a  provisional  survey  in  1966  indicated  that 
there  may  be  no  more  than  20  pairs  in  the  county. 

At  least  seven  woodland  birds  show  some  indication  of  increasing;  these 
include  Blackbird,  Coal  Tit,  Jay  and  Redpoll.  The  Blackbird  has  been  able  to 
colonise  suburban  gardens  —  an  ever  increasing  habitat  round  our  towns  and 
villages  —  and  there  may  be  as  many  as  four  pairs  per  acre  in  such  areas,  but 
in  this  habitat  they  may  be  more  dependant  on  bird  table  food  than  any  other 
town  bird. 

Newton  in  1874  stated  that  the  Coal  Tit  was  rare  in  England  until  the  19th 
century.  Since  his  time  the  planting  of  conifer  woodlands  has  increased,  with 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  Coal  Tit  population,  an  increase  especially 
noticeable  in  Lincolnshire,  a  predominantly  treeless  county,  where  the  major 
planting  has  been  Scots  pine.  The  Jay  has  benefited  from  the  activities  of  the 
Forestry  Commission  but  to  a  lesser  extent,  though  in  part  this  increase  may 
be  due  to  the  lack  of  gamekeepers. 

Some  forty  species  of  woodland  bird  may  be  increasing  or  decreasing,  but 
the  evidence  is  so  meagre  that  one  can  only  speculate.  Since  hedgerows  com¬ 
prise  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  habitat  of  woodland  birds  and  these  are 
disappearing  more  rapidly  here  than  anywhere  else  most  species  must  be 
declining.  However  both  Willow  Tit  and  Tree  Sparrow  seem  more  common 
than  a  few  years  ago. 
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Birds  of  Wetland  and  Open  Water  habitats 

At  one  time  a  third  of  the  land  in  Lincolnshire  could  be  called  bog,  marsh 
or  fen,  having  a  water  table  at  or  near  the  surface,  with  large  areas  of  open 
water.  We  do  not  have  very  large  populations  of  wetland  birds  and  the  small 
populations  remaining  are  declining  rapidly.  There  are  probably  no  more 
than  10  pairs  of  Redshank  nesting  inland  and  no  more  than  100  pairs  of  Snipe. 
Yellow  Wagtail  is  now  found  in  only  a  few  places  outside  the  area  now  called 
the  Fens  and  even  there  the  total  population  may  be  only  in  the  region  of 
1500  pairs.  Grey  Wagtail  has  only  been  recorded  breeding  three  times  in  the 
last  20  years  in  1958,  1959  and  1960.  These  three  breeding  records  should  be 
viewed  against  the  previous  autumn  passage  of  Grey  Wagtails:  they  were 
recorded  moving  South  in  unusual  numbers  “giving  the  impression  of  an 
eruption”  in  the  autumns  of  1957,  1958  and  1959.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
in  years  of  population  over-spill  Lincolnshire  could  be  re-populated  with  lost 
species  providing  the  habitat  still  exists  or  is  re-created. 

Other  birds  of  a  wetland  habitat  for  which  fairly  reliable  figures  exist  are 
Great  Crested  Grebe,  Heron  and  Bittern,  but  care  must  be  taken  in  interpreting 
the  recorded  figures  since  in  some  years  more  attention  was  paid  to  censusing 
some  species.  For  example  55  pairs  of  Great  Crested  Grebe  were  recorded  in 
1965  and  only  one  pair  in  1966.  Coot  seem  an  especially  interesting  species 
and  one  wonders  if  there  are  many  more  than  5  —  600  pairs  in  Lincolnshire. 
There  is  no  information  on  Water  Rail  except  that  it  is  presumed  to  breed. 
The  Kingfisher,  once  a  common  bird  of  almost  any  stream,  river,  canal  or 
lake,  did  not  breed  for  several  years  after  the  bad  winter  of  1962-63.  It  was 
also  badly  hit  by  pesticides  and  is  now  only  slowly  returning  to  its  former 
habitats. 


Birds  of  Open  Habitats 

These  are  typically  birds  of  the  plains  and  are  not  dependant  on  tall  shrubby 
vegetation.  Modern  farming  methods  are  having  drastic  effects  on  this  group. 
The  changes  are  taking  place  so  quickly  and  on  such  a  vast  scale  that  species 
have  little  chance  to  adapt.  Unfortunately  only  three  species  are  already- 
adapted  to  the  uniform  grassland  habitat  that  our  wheat  and  barley  fields 
represent.  Skylark,  Corn  Bunting  and  Reed  Bunting  are  becoming  the  com¬ 
monest  birds  of  our  countryside.  These  three  species  are  still  increasing  and 
because  of  the  size  of  their  populations  they  can  stand  local  variations  in 
farming  methods  and  misuse  of  sprays.  Reed  Bunting  was  once  much  more 
common  but  is  showing  signs  of  adapting  itself  to  drier  habitats  and  is  again 
increasing. 

For  most  other  species  which  require  an  open  habitat  the  picture  is  gloomy. 
Wheatear  has  probably  followed  the  Stone  Curlew  to  extinction  as  a  Lincoln¬ 
shire  breeding  bird  and  with  modern  farming  methods  Lapwings  find  it 
impossible  to  breed  on  much  of  the  cultivated  land.  Using  known  figures  for 
farmland  and  extrapolating,  the  following  totals  emerge  for  Lincolnshire: 
Skylark  912,000  pairs,  Partridge  30,000  pairs.  These  figures  may  be  very  far 
from  the  actual  numbers  but  give  an  idea  of  the  terms  in  which  we  have  to 
think.  By  contrast  the  density  of  Rook  was  known  fairly  accurately  in  1945  at 
45,1 10  pairs  or  one  pair  per  37  acres. 
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The  Future 

It  can  be  seen  that  birds  which  can  adapt  to  open,  treeless,  habitats,  or 
are  already  adapted,  will  be  much  more  abundant.  Apart  from  the  three 
already  noted  Red-legged  Partridge  may  soon  be  much  more  abundant  than 
Common  Partridge.  It  is  possible  that  Stone  Curlew  may  adapt  to  our  modern 
prairie  farms  and  return  to  breed.  Montagu’s  Harrier  nests  in  the  vast  corn¬ 
fields  of  Northern  France  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  could 
not  one  day  expand  into  Lincolnshire.  Of  the  smaller  birds  Coal  Tit,  taking 
advantage  of  the  maturing  acres  of  Forestry  Commission  conifers  must  become 
commoner.  The  one  other  small  passerine  that  may  be  on  the  increase  is 
the  Greenfinch  —  a  bird  which  is  showing  signs  of  adapting  itself  to  suburban 
gardens  and  developing  the  habit  of  feeding  on  nuts  put  out  for  tits.  It  shows 
an  amazing  agility  for  a  finch  and  exploiting  an  endless  source  of  food. 

It  now  remains  to  suggest  methods  of  assessing  our  present  avifauna.  In  the 
last  20  years  some  1 24  species  of  birds  have  bred  in  Lincolnshire  and,  except 
for  a  very  few,  little  is  known  of  their  exact  status  in  the  county.  In  the  appendix 
are  lists  of  species  which  are  thought  to  be  either  increasing  or  decreasing. 
These  two  groups  have  not  been  brought  up  to  date  since  1967  and  do  not 
include  all  the  breeding  birds  as  for  some  there  is  very  little  information.  The 
following  five  categories  have  been  drawn  up  for  the  total  list  of  breeding  birds 

1 .  Abundant  —  met  everywhere  in  the  breeding  season,  e.g.  House  Sparrow, 
Blackbird  and  Starling. 

2.  Widespread  and  locally  common  in  suitable  habitats,  e.g.  Reed  Warbler, 
Meadow  Pipit. 

3.  Widespread  in  low  numbers,  nowhere  common,  e.g.  Kestrel,  Little  Owl, 
Stock  Dove. 

4.  Restricted  to  small  areas,  although  other  suitable  habitats  exist,  and 
breeding  regularly,  e.g.  Redstart,  Common  Tern,  Long  Eared  Owl. 

5.  Regularly  breeding  in  very  low  numbers  or  in  very  restricted  habitats, 
e.g.  Bittern,  Curlew,  Little  Tern  (most  of  these  birds  are  in  danger  of 
being  lost  as  regular  breeding  birds). 

6.  Occasional  breeding  species,  e.g.  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Crossbill. 

The  above  groupings  apply  only  to  Lincolnshire.  A  much  simpler  classifica¬ 
tion  would  be  that  used  by  Parslow  in  which  he  used  the  following  six  terms: 

Abundant  —  over  1  million 

Numerous —  100,000 —  1  million 

Fairly  numerous  —  10,000 —  100,000 
Not  scarce  —  1000  —  10,000 

Scarce —  100 —  1000 

Very  scarce  —  1  —  100 

However  this  sort  of  classification  does  not  reflect  the  local  conditions  in 
Lincolnshire,  notably  the  widely  scattered  suitable  habitats  for  some  species 
and  the  irregularly  breeding  species  like  Short  Eared  Owl  and  Grey  Wagtail. 
With  some  of  our  breeding  birds  it  is  impossible  to  assign  them  to  any  numerical 
category  since  so  little  is  known  of  their  number  in  their  available  habitats; 
these  include  Chiff  Chaff,  Hawfinch  and  Mistle  Thrush.  It  follows  that  some 
sort  of  system  linking  species  and  area  is  needed  for  assessing  both  abundance 
and  distribution. 
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The  method  chosen  for  assessing  the  Lincolnshire  bird  populations  is  based 
on  a  4  square  kilometre  unit  known  as  a  tetrad,  there  being  25  tetrads  in  each 
10  square  kilometre  of  the  National  Grid.  Observers  are  asked  to  spend  two 
hours  in  each  square  and  record  all  birds  found  there  in  three  categories: 
(1)  Present;  (2)  Present,  breeding  suspected  and  (3)  Breeding  confirmed. 

Without  doubt  the  most  accurate  way  of  censusing  a  species  is  by  a  direct 
count  and  this  will  be  possible  for  about  20  of  our  Lincolnshire  species.  For 
the  rest  an  index  of  abundance  can  be  obtained  by  using  the  tetrad  system. 
Blackbirds  may  be  present  in  all  1750  Lincolnshire  tetrads  and  thus  indexed 
at  100%,  while  Mistle  Thrush  recorded  in  440  tetrads  would  be  indexed  at 
25%.  This  method,  used  in  ten  years  time  should  be  sensitive  enough  to  detect 
changes  in  status. 

Using  the  tetrad  method  other  interesting  and  important  information  will 
be  gained  on  the  distribution  of  species  within  the  county,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
produce  a  distribution  map  for  all  species  breeding  in  Lincolnshire  on  a  scale 
of  approximately  10  miles  to  the  inch  which  will  show  main  distribution 
features.  When  completed,  and  it  is  expected  to  take  at  least  three  years,  the 
survey  results  will  provide  a  yardstick  by  which  the  future  trends  of  the  county’s 
bird  populations  may  be  measured  and  the  effects  on  our  breeding  birds  of 
new  agricultural  methods  may  be  monitored. 

P.  J.  Wilson. 
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The  Population  Status  of  some  Lincolnshire  Breeding  Birds,  1967. 


Increasing 

Tufted  Duck 
Pochard 
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Blackbird 

Grasshopper  Warbler 
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Greenfinch 
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Woodlark 
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Tree  Pipit 


(Drawn  largely  from  Lincolnshire  Naturalists’  Union  Bird  Reports.) 
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MAIN  MIGRATION  AT  DONNA  NOOK 

March,  Small  numbers  of  Lapwings  drifted  into  the  area  during  the  first 
week  with  emigration  to  SE  on  5th  (28)  and  7th  (39).  Northerly  passage  of 
Skylarks,  Starlings,  Meadow  Pipits  and  finches  developed  on  7th  when  a 
Bewick’s  Swan  and  Red-crested  Pochard  arrived.  The  next  few  days  were 
quiet  though  an  Iceland  Gull  appeared  on  9th  and  a  Water  Pipit  on  12th.  A 
few  thrushes,  Lapwings  and  a  Woodcock  came  in  from  the  east  on  14th  and  on 
the  following  day  a  Glaucous  Gull  and  Stonechat  were  recorded.  4  Jack  Snipe 
occurred  on  16th,  then  there  was  nothing  new  until  20th,  which  produced  20 
Robins,  10  Song  Thrushes,  the  first  Goldcrest,  a  dark-breasted  Barn  Owl  and 
Red-necked  Grebe.  A  Hen  Harrier  was  seen  on  23rd  and  next  day  a  fresh  fall 
of  16  Robins,  7  Goldcrests,  Black  Redstart  and  Great  Grey  Shrike  was  noted. 
5  Whooper  Swans  and  a  Glaucous  Gull  were  new  on  25th  and  odd  Black 
Redstarts  and  Stonechats  were  seen  over  the  next  few  days.  A  Shorelark  and 
Blackcap  were  fresh  birds  on  28th  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  northerly  pas¬ 
sage  involved  chiefly  Lapwings,  Wood  Pigeons,  corvids  and  finches. 

April.  Visible  passage  continued  in  the  early  part  of  the  month.  A  Hen  Harrier 
and  Glaucous  Gull  arrived  on  4th  followed  by  a  Long-eared  Owl  and  White 
Wagtail  on  5th,  and  2  Short-eared  Owls  and  the  first  Whimbrel  on  7th.  A 
handful  of  migrants  on  10th  included  a  Spotted  Crake,  5  Whimbrel,  5  Wheat- 
ears,  Black  Redstart,  3  Willow  Warblers  and  a  flava  wagtail.  Apart  from  a 
Swallow  on  11th  and  Little  Tern  on  12th  the  next  few  days  brought  only  a 
sprinkling  of  thrushes,  Wheatears  and  Willow  Warblers.  Another  Glaucous 
Gull  arrived  on  14th  and  on  16th  a  Peregrine  and  Sparrowhawk  occurred. 
Small  northerly  movements  mainly  of  Linnets,  Meadow  Pipits  and  corvids 
continued  to  the  month  end.  Singles  of  House  Martin,  Ring  Ouzel,  Redstart, 
Chiffchaff  and  Sedge  Warbler  were  the  first  of  the  spring  on  19th  and  these 
along  with  odd  Wheatears,  Willow  Warblers  and  Yellow  Wagtails  formed  the 
main  pattern  during  the  ensuing  days.  By  23rd  2  Garganey,  a  Little  Ringed 
Plover,  10  Swallows,  4  White  Wagtails,  Tree  Pipit  and  Grasshapper  Warbler 
were  new,  and  next  day  House  Martins  peaked  at  54  (north)  followed  by  32 
on  26th  along  with  240  Swallows  and  31  Sand  Martins.  110  Willow  Warblers 
including  several  acredula-types  passed  through  the  area,  other  interesting 
birds  including  Osprey,  8  Turtle  Doves,  3  Cuckoos,  Whitethroat,  Whinchat,  21 
Wheatears,  Black  Redstart  and  3  Ring  Ouzels.  A  further  125  Willow  Warblers 
arrived  on  27th  and  despite  decreases  in  several  species,  fresh  birds  were  2 
Common  Sandpipers,  12  flava  wagtails  and  5  Grasshopper  Warblers.  Most 
birds  had  departed  by  30th,  when  a  Corncake  and  Greenshank  appeared. 

May.  Swifts,  hirundines  and  Goldfinches  continued  to  trickle  northwards 
for  most  of  the  month  though  numbers  were  generally  low.  A  significant  fall 
on  3rd  produced  a  good  variety  of  migrants  including  an  Iceland  Gull,  10  Tree 
Pipits,  5  Garden  Warblers,  4  Blackcaps,  4  Lesser  Whitethroats,  35  Willow 
Warblers,  5  Whinchats,  3  Redstarts  and  3  Ring  Ouzels.  Some  species  showed 
increases  on  4th,  notably  Whimbrel  (14),  Willow  Warbler  (50),  Wheatear  (20) 
and  Whinchat  (9),  while  amongst  new  birds  were  a  Spotted  Redshank,  Green 
Sandpiper,  5  Common  Sandpipers,  Swift,  Reed  Warbler,  Wood  Warbler, 
Black  Redstart,  Ortolan  Bunting  and  Serin.  Many  birds  had  moved  on  next 
day  though  Tree  Pipits  increased  to  20  and  3  Pied  Flycatchers  occurred.  A 
Blue-headed  Wagtail  was  seen  on  6th  and  on  the  following  day  a  Black  Tern, 
Wood  Sandpiper  and  Wryneck  were  new.  A  Grey-headed  Wagtail  and  Mon¬ 
tagu’s  Harrier  arrived  on  8th  and  on  10th  a  Hen  Harrier  and  Glaucous  Gull 
were  recorded.  A  solitary  Black  Redstart  was  the  only  new  bird  on  12th  followed 
by  a  Marsh  Harrier  next  day  while  16th  produced  330  Sanderlings,  Black¬ 
tailed  Godwit  and  Spotted  Flycatcher.  The  remainder  of  May  was  rather 
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quiet  with  mainly  odd  chats,  warblers,  etc.  12  Grcenshanks  and  a  Long-eared 
Owl  were  present  on  23rd  and  a  Hobby  flew  south  on  28th.  A  Manx  Shearwater 
passed  north  on  29th  and  on  31st  fresh  arrivals  were  880  Kittiwakes,  Collared 
Dove,  Bluethroat  and  3  Spotted  Flycatchers. 

June.  Early  June  was  very  quiet  with  no  migrants  until  3  Wheatears  on  12th 
and  a  Spotted  Redshank  next  day.  185  Kittiwakes  passed  north  on  15th  fol¬ 
lowed  by  53  Lapwings  on  16th  while  400  Swifts  SVV  on  19th  were  the  fore¬ 
runners  of  a  steady  passage  lasting  into  August.  The  autumn's  first  Green 
Sandpipers  also  occurred  on  19th  with  a  Little  Gull  which  was  joined  by  a 
second  Little  Gull  and  Temminck’s  Stint  on  20th.  A  Ruff  came  in  on  the 
following  day,  3  more  arriving  on  25th  when  small  NW  movements  of  Curlew 
and  Lapwings  developed.  Ruffs  and  Little  Gulls  (in  one’s  and  two’s)  continued 
into  July  and  the  only  other  bird  of  note  was  the  first  Arctic  Skua  of  the  autumn 
on  28th. 

July.  Green  Sandpipers  increased  to  5  in  the  first  week  and  on  7th  13  Manx 
Shearwaters  and  142  Kittiwakes  were  recorded.  17  Curlew  came  in  high  from 
ENE  on  9th  when  the  first  of  several  Little  Ringed  Plovers  appeared.  Next 
day  a  Black-necked  Grebe  was  identified,  then  came  a  lull  until  18th  when  a 
Gadwall  was  new  and  numbers  of  gulls  and  terns  began  to  increase.  Amongst 
the  gulls  were  a  Mediterranean  on  20th  and  Glaucous  on  22nd  when  a  Black¬ 
tailed  Godwit  and  Wheatear  also  arrived.  The  first  Willow  Warbler  followed 
on  23rd  and  hirundines  began  to  trickle  northwards.  10  Manx  Shearwaters 
headed  south  on  24th  and  27th  brought  3  Arctic  Skuas.  10  Whimbrel  came  in 
from  NE  on  30th. 

August.  A  Little  Stint  was  new  on  1st  and  terns  and  Arctic  Skuas  became 
more  plentiful  over  the  ensuing  days.  A  Black  Tern  was  seen  on  3rd,  there 
being  5  next  day  with  a  Gull-billed  Tern,  Garganey,  51  Turnstones  and 
Hawfinch.  By  5th  Sandwich  Terns  reached  a  peak  of  1,100  and  a  White-winged 
Black  Tern  came  in  from  SE.  The  next  few  days  were  quieter  with  a  Wood 
Sandpiper  on  6th,  4  Wheatears  on  7th  and  a  Red-backed  Shrike  on  10th.  A 
Spotted  Redshank  and  13  Common  Sandpipers  were  fresh  arrivals  on  1 1th,  the 
latter  increasing  by  4  on  the  following  day  when  2  phylloscopus  warblers  and 
a  Pied  Flycatcher  were  recorded.  A  handful  of  night  migrants  including  4  Pied 
Flycatchers  were  present  on  15th  and  on  16th  there  were  2  Whinchats,  Lesser 
Whitethroat,  one  Garden  and  10  Willow  Warblers.  7  Spotted  Redshanks  and 
a  trickle  of  Swallows  headed  north.  No  further  arrivals  were  noted  until  26th 
when  a  Long-eared  Owl,  4  Whinchats  and  a  Redstart  appeared.  2  Black 
Terns  and  3  Curlew  Sandpipers  were  fresh  on  28th,  the  latter  increasing  to 
265  by  31st,  when  4  Ruff,  3  Little  Gulls  and  a  sprinkling  of  chats  and  warblers 
were  recorded. 

September.  The  first  Snow  Bunting  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  occurred  on 
1st  followed  by  2  Shags  on  3rd.  A  Pomarine  Skua  passed  north  on  3rd  and  on 
6th  6  were  noted  with  the  first  Great  Skua  of  the  autumn.  There  were  2  Little 
Gulls  on  the  following  day  and  a  few  night  migrants  were  grounded.  By  8th  a 
few  more  birds,  mainly  flycatchers  and  chats  were  present  and  Meadow  Pipit 
passage  to  the  south  developed.  Passerines  trickled  through  the  area  in  low 
numbers  during  the  next  few  days,  sea  birds  being  more  interesting  and  includ¬ 
ing  Great  Northern  Diver  and  Puffin  on  11th,  Slavonian  Grebe  and  7  Black 
Terns  on  13th  and  Manx  Shearwater  and  a  variety  of  ducks  on  14th.  The 
start  of  a  spectacular  drift  came  on  16th  when  migrants  included  30  Robins, 
1 7  Redstarts,  Red-backed  Shrike  and  Red-breasted  Flycatcher.  Birds  were 
constantly  passing  through  the  area  by  17th  and  more  interesting  counts  were 
200  Redstarts,  100  Robins,  2  Wrynecks,  24  Tree  Pipits,  150  Dunnocks,  Barred 
Warbler,  20  Garden  and  50  Willow  Warblers,  Wood  Warbler,  Goldcrest,  10 
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Pied  Flycatchers,  31  Wheatears,  Bluethroat,  30  Ring  Ouzels,  Redwing, 
Ortolan  Bunting  and  Kingfisher.  A  low  number  of  retraps  on  18th  showed 
most  birds  were  new,  though  less  plentiful  than  on  the  previous  day.  160 
Redstarts  and  75  Robins  were  the  start  of  a  slow  decline  in  numbers  to  27th. 
Species  that  had  increased  were  Garden  Warbler  (65),  Pied  Flycatcher  (35), 
Whinchat  (11),  Wheatear  (63)  and  Bluethroat  (3),  other  notable  occurrences 
being  2  Honey  Buzzards,  another  Barred  Warbler,  27  Ring  Ouzels,  Grey 
Wagtail  and  the  first  Brambling.  Most  species  had  decreased  by  19th  though 
significant  arrivals  were  4  Wrynecks,  1,000  Meadow  Pipits,  yet  another  Barred 
Warbler,  40  Blackcaps,  Merlin,  Jack  Snipe,  41  Ruff  and  a  Long-tailed  Skua. 
Despite  chiefly  remnants  on  20th,  8  Kestrels,  an  Icterine  Warbler,  1,500 
Meadow  Pipits,  13  Whinchats  and  85  Wheatears  arrived.  Ever-decreasing 
numbers  established  the  pattern  over  the  ensuing  days,  Swallows  and  Meadow 
Pipits  heading  south  on  23rd  when  a  Wood  Sandpiper  and  Lapland  Bunting 
were  present.  A  Little  Ringed  Plover  and  Sooty  Shearwater  passed  north  and 
the  next  day  brought  a  Great  Northern  Diver,  4  Great  Crested  Grebes,  8 
Long-tailed  Tits  and  notable  increases  of  Dunnocks  (100)  and  Reed  Buntings 
(150).  Swallows  and  Meadow  Pipits  continued  to  arrive  off  the  sea  in  small 
numbers  on  25th  and  26th  while  27th  produced  127  Arctic  Skuas  south  with 
51  Gannets  and  9  Manx  Shearwaters.  A  Wryneck  and  Bluethroat  on  28th 
were  the  first  for  3  days  and  100  Meadow  Pipits  flew  south,  Swallows  and 
Linnets  trickling  in  the  opposite  direction. 

October.  A  quieter  month  than  normal  was  experienced,  especially  during 
the  first  week.  250  Skylarks  arrived  off  the  sea  on  3rd  and  500  Linnets  and  200 
Meadow  Pipits  moved  NW.  A  late  Turtle  Dove  and  Black-tailed  Godwit 
also  occurred.  13  Twites  arrived  on  4th  and  visible  passage  comprised  small 
numbers  of  Skylarks,  hirundines  and  60  Snipe  NW.  The  first  Fieldfare,  26 
Redwings,  29  Song  Thrushes  and  a  Pied  Flycatcher  came  in  from  the  east  on 
5th  followed  on  6th  by  a  few  more  thrushes  (including  80  Blackbirds),  4 
Bramblings,  3  Redstarts,  Black  Redstart,  Tree  Pipit,  3  Willow  Tits,  Siskin, 
Hooded  Crow  and  Sparrowhawk.  Linnets  (510)  and  Greenfinches  (51)  were 
heading  south  and  207  Lapwings  and  172  Skylarks  flew  north.  Sparrows  were 
moving  south  during  the  next  two  days  and  on  9th  a  Black  Redstart  and 
Yellow-browed  Warbler  were  new.  Overnight  immigration  of  Redwings  was 
noted  on  9th/ 10th,  most  passing  over,  and  after  heavy  passage  in  the  night  of 
10th/ 11th  350  were  seen  in  the  area  in  the  morning  with  50  Song  Thrushes, 
25  Bramblings,  4  Siskins,  2  Shorelarks,  75  Goldcrests,  6  Redstarts,  Garden 
Warbler,  Pied  Flycatcher,  Stonechat,  Great  Grey  Shrike  and  Sparrowhawk. 
Mostly  remnants  remained  next  day  save  for  5  Blackcaps,  while  visible  passage 
to  the  south  involving  moderate  numbers  of  Greenfinches,  Chaffinches,  House 
and  Tree  Sparrows  was  the  main  feature  until  17th,  when  a  Swift,  2  Slavonian 
Grebes  and  a  Little  Gull  were  new.  160  Redwings  and  16  Bramblings  arrived 
from  the  east  on  18th  when  a  Merlin  and  Spotted  Redshank  also  appeared, 
more  thrushes  following  next  day  with  21  Shorelarks,  Jack  Snipe  and  Black 
Redstart.  Starlings  (725)  began  NW  movements  on  21st  (continuing  into 
November)  and  76  Pinkfeet,  a  Merlin  and  Stonechat  were  noted.  Observations 
continued  quietly  with  a  Black-tailed  Godwit  and  a  Glaucous  Gull  on  24th, 
Purple  Sandpiper  on  25th  and  Long-eared  Owl  on  26th.  The  28th  was  the 
big  thrush  day,  hence,  2,200  Fieldfares,  1,165  Redwings,  150  Blackbirds  and 
75  Song  Thrushes  accompanied  by  25  Bramblings,  Continental  Coal  Tit, 
1,480  Starlings  and  309  Lapwings.  Apart  from  a  late  Whinchat  on  29th,  the 
month  ended  insignificantly  though  sea  birds  figured  more  on  31st  with  a 
Black-throated  Diver,  Red-necked  Grebe,  6  Whooper  Swans  and  10  Little 
Auks. 
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November.  Northerly  passage  of  ducks  was  the  main  feature  of  the  month. 
The  first  Scaup  (5)  and  Long-tailed  Duck  were  noted  on  1st  when  late  migrants 
were  a  House  Martin  and  Black  Redstart.  A  Little  Auk  to  the  north  on  the  4th 
began  a  series  of  this  species  during  the  ensuing  fortnight.  1,400  Kittiwakes 
and  6  Great  Skuas  passed  south  on  5th  and  immigration  of  240  Fieldfares,  16 
Twites  and  the  last  Swallow  was  recorded.  Arrivals  from  the  east  intensified 
on  the  following  day  with  20,000  Starlings,  1 ,000  Fieldfares,  285  Lapwings  and 
14  Woodcock.  The  only  new  birds  on  7th  were  a  Sparrowhawk,  4  Stonehcats 
and  a  Lapland  Bunting  followed  by  a  Goosander,  3  Whooper  Swans  and  a 
Spoonbill  next  day.  A  Richard’s  Pipit  flew  south  on  10th,  plus  another  in  the 
same  direction  on  12th,  when  2,400  Wood  Pigeons  came  in  off  the  sea.  Sparrows 
and  finches  continued  to  head  south  during  the  next  few  days  and  on  15th 
2,000  Kittiwakes  flew  south  and  a  few  thrushes  and  a  Black-necked  Grebe 
were  present.  A  Glaucous  Gull  and  Richard’s  Pipit  were  present  on  16th  and 
apart  from  4  Great  Skuas  on  17th,  all  was  quiet  until  19th,  when  new  birds 
included  a  Hen  Harrier  and  1,200  Wood  Pigeons,  the  latter  increasing  to 
3,300  by  22nd.  Another  Richard’s  Pipit  arrived  on  22nd  with  a  Great  Grey 
Shrike  and  a  Plawfinch.  The  remainder  of  the  month  was  dominated  by  duck 
movements  and  minor  arrivals  of  thrushes  and  Starlings  from  the  east.  3,000 
Wood  Pigeons  and  1,165  Lapwings  flew  NW  on  27th,  when  a  Smew  was 
recorded,  and  a  Waxwing  and  13  Bewick’s  Swans  arrived  on  28th.  3,900  Wood 
Pigeons  headed  NW  on  29th  and  2  late  Ruffs  and  24  Bramblings  appeared. 
An  Iceland  Gull  flew  north  on  30th. 

S.  Lorand. 
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The  conventions  adopted  in  previous  reports  are  repeated,  i.e.,  1952  B.O.U. 
Checklist  order  with  numbers  in  that  list  as  references ;  where  a  number  is  not 
shown  this  indicates  that  a  species  has  been  added  to  the  British  List  since  1951 ; 
all  records  are  to  be  taken  as  of  a  single  bird  unless  otherwise  stated;  S.F.  — 
Sewage  Farm;  G.P.  —  Gravel  Pit;  initials  of  observers  are  shown  for  records 
of  rarities.  Records  of  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  Rare  Birds  Committee  of  British 
Birds  have  only  been  included  if  accepted  by  them. 

In  addition  to  those  species  in  the  list  the  following  occurred  in  the  county 
in  1969  (breeding  species  in  italics) : 

Little  Grebe ,  Heron ,  Mallard ,  Teal,  Wigeon,  Shoveler,  Shelduck,  Grey  Lag  Goose, 
Canada  Goose ,  Mute  Swan,  Kestrel,  Red-legged  Partridge,  Partridge,  Pheasant,  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen,  Coot,  Oyster  catcher,  Lapwing ,  Ringed  Plover,  Grey  Plover,  Golden 
Plover,  Turnstone,  Snipe,  Jack  Snipe,  Woodcock,  Curlew,  Whimbrel,  Redshank, 
Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Common 
Gull,  Black-headed  Gull,  Common  Tern,  Arctic  Tern,  Razorbill,  Guillemot,  Puffin, 
Stock  Dove,  Wood  Pigeon ,  Turtle  Dove,  Collared  Dove,  Cuckoo ,  Barn  Owl,  Little  Owl, 
Tawny  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl,  Swift,  Green  Woodpecker,  Skylark,  Swallow,  House 
Martin,  Sand  Martin,  Carrion  Crow,  Rook,  Jackdaw,  Magpie ,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit, 
Nuthatch,  Tree-Creeper,  Wren,  Mistle  Thrush,  Song  Thrush,  Redwing,  Blackbird, 
Nightingale,  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Reed  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler,  Whitethroat , 
Lesser  Whitethroat,  Chiffchaff,  Spotted  Flycatcher,  Dunnock,  Meadow  Pipit,  Tree  Pipit, 
Rock  Pipit,  Pied  Wagtail,  Tellow  Wagtail,  Starling,  Greenfi?ich,  Goldfinch,  Linnet, 
Bullfinch,  Chaffinch,  Brambling,  Tellowhammer ,  Corn  Bunting,  Reed  Bunting,  House 
Sparrow ,  Tree  Sparrow. 
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—  Diver  sp.  Main  passage  at  Donna  Nook  and  Saltfleet  in  Jan.  and  Nov.- 
Dec.  with  peak  at  Donna  Nook,  178  north,  Jan.  30th. 

1.  Black-throated  Diver.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  15th;  Feb.  16th;  Oct.  31st; 
Nov.  19th;  Dec.  28th.  Saltfleet,  2  south,  Dec.  21st.  Huttoft,  dead,  Feb.  23rd; 

2,  Mar.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Jan.  11th;  dead,  Mar.  6th;  Nov.  23rd. 

2.  Great  Northern  Diver.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  15th  and  24th;  Sept.  11th, 
23rd  and  24th;  Nov.  20th  and  23rd  with  2,  27th;  Dec.  10th  and  17th  with  2, 
28th.  Fluttoft,  dead,  Feb.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  18th. 

4.  Red-throated  Diver.  Donna  Nook,  10,  Jan.  30th.  Singles  Feb.  and  Mar. 
Up  to  4  from  Oct.  17th  with  peak  of  50  north  and  19  south,  Dec.  28th.  Saltfleet, 
Dec.  21st.  Fluttoft,  13,  Mar.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  18th;  Apl.  5th;  Dec. 
26th.  Inland:  Spalding,  Mar.  23rd. 

5.  Great  Crested  Grebe.  Kirkby  Moor,  one  pair  bred  (a  new  site). 

6.  Red-necked  Grebe.  Barton-on-Humber,  Apl.  5th  —  7th.  Cleethorpes, 
Mar.  25th.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  20th  —  22nd;  Sept.  1st  and  27th;  Oct.  31st; 
Nov.  7th  with  2,  19th  and  26th;  Dec.  17th.  Saltfleet,  Dec.  20th.  Huttoft,  dead, 
Feb.  22nd;  Apl.  13th.  Skegness,  oiled,  early  Mar.  Inland:  Spalding,  Mar.  23rd. 
An  unusual  number  of  records. 

7.  Slavonian  Grebe.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  13th;  2,  Oct.  17th.  HuUoft,  Jan. 
11th;  Mar.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  5th —  10th. 

8.  Black-necked  Grebe.  Donna  Nook,  July  10th;  Nov.  15th. 

16.  Manx  Shearwater.  Donna  Nook,  one  north,  May  28th;  13  south,  July 
7th  and  10  south,  26th;  one  north  Sept.  14th,  9  south,  27th  and  one  north,  28th. 
Huttoft,  Aug.  23rd;  2,  Sept.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  19  south,  June  30th. 

21.  Sooty  Shearwater.  Donna  Nook,  one  north,  Sept.  23rd.  Huttoft,  3 
north,  Aug.  23rd. 

26.  Fulmar.  Small  numbers  along  the  coast  from  Mar.  to  Sept,  with  peaks 
at  Huttoft,  25  north,  Aug.  23rd  and  Gibraltar  Point,  40  south,  Aug.  2nd. 

27.  Gannet.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  51,  Sept.  27th.  Huttoft,  35  south, 
Sept.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Aug.  24th. 

28.  Cormorant.  Max:  Cleethorpes,  10,  Oct.  and  Nov.  Donna  Nook,  12, 
Sept.  27th.  Boston,  10,  Nov.  2nd.  Inland:  Whisby  G.P.,  Apl.  3rd  —  7th. 
Bardney  Ponds,  Oct.  12th.  Crowland,  Nov.  22nd. 

29.  Shag.  Donna  Nook,  dead,  May  3rd;  2,  Sept.  3rd  and  one,  21st;  Nov. 
12th  and  19th.  Huttoft,  Mar.  23rd;  Sept.  27th;  Oct.  10th.  Boston,  Nov.  2nd. 
Inland:  Spalding,  Dec.  27th. 

38.  Bittern.  Breeding:  usual  records  from  Humberside.  Passage:  Burton 
Stather,  Aug.  19th  and  29th.  Tetney,  Sept.  29th.  South  Carlton,  Dec.  20th. 

42.  Spoonbill.  Donna  Nook,  one  north-west,  Nov.  8th,  with  3  Whooper 
Swans. 

47.  Garganey.  Breeding:  Baston  Fen,  one  pair.  Passage:  Donna  Nook,  pair 
south,  Apl.  24th;  Aug.  4th.  Huttoft,  June  7th.  Bardney  Ponds,  July  16th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Aug.  6th  and  8th;  2,  Sept.  1st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  pair  Apl., 
one  present  in  summer;  small  nos.  July  and  Aug.,  max :  12,  July  20th. 

49.  Gadwall.  Donna  Nook,  July  18th.  Huttoft,  2,  Mar.;  May  17th;  8,  Aug. 
17th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Nov.  23rd.  Baston  Fen,  Nov.  16th,  with  3,  29th;  2, 
Dec.  20th.  Langtoft  G.P.,  May  25th. 

52.  Pintail.  Usually  small  numbers  recorded  on  coast  and  inland  from 
Jan.  to  Apl.  and  July  to  Dec.  Max:  Holbeach,  200,  Jan.  19th.  Wisbech  S.F., 

50,  July  23rd. 
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54.  Red-crested  Pochard.  Donna  Nook,  a  male,  Mar.  7th  —  20th.  Cay- 
thorpe,  Apl.  13th. 

55.  Scaup.  Grainthorpe,  Dec.  16th.  Donna  Nook,  small  nos.  Jan.  and  Mar. 
and  Oct.  to  Dec.,  max:  50  south,  Dec.  21st.  Huttoft,  Nov.  1st.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Sept.  14th.  Inland:  Baston  Fen,  Mar.  23rd. 

56.  Tufted  Duck.  Breeding  pairs:  Bardney  Ponds  (6),  Burton  G.P.  GO), 
Whisby  G.P.,  Baston  Fen  (2),  Grimsthorpe  (2),  Wisbech  S.F.  (6).  Winter  max: 
Innes  Pit,  North  Hykeham,  120,  Jan.  26th.  Burton  GP,  1 10,  Jan.  25th.  Deeping 
St.  James,  110,  Jan.  13th.  International  Wildfowl  Count,  676  on  17  waters, 
mid-Jan. 

57.  Pochard.  Breeding  pairs :  Huttoft  (3),  Burton  G.P.,  Whisby  G.P.,  Wisbech 
S.F.  Winter  max:  Bardney  Ponds,  100,  Nov.  16th.  Innes  Pit,  North  Hykeham, 
100,  Jan.  26th.  Tallington  G.P.,  143,  Jan.  12th.  Langtoft  G.P.,  118,  Jan.  12th. 
International  Wildfowl  Count,  455  on  1 1  waters,  mid-Jan. 

60.  Goldeneye.  Small  nos.  recorded  on  coast  and  inland  from  Jan.  to  Apl. 
and  Oct.  to  Dec.,  max:  Saltfleet,  12  south,  Dec.  21st.  Donna  Nook,  12  north, 
Nov.  27th;  northerly  movements  in  Nov.  totalled  62.  International  Wildfowl 
Count,  26  on  10  waters,  mid. -Jan. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck.  Cleethorpes,  2,  Nov.  Grainthorpe,  3,  Dec.  16th. 
Donna  Nook,  2,  Jan.  10th;  northerly  movements  in  Nov.  with  singles  on  3 
dates,  3,  6th  and  8,  19th.  Huttoft  Pits,  Nov.  1st —  19th.  Boston  Point,  Jan. 
25th. 


62.  Velvet  Scoter.  Donna  Nook,  2  south,  Oct.  17th  and  24th;  4,  Oct.  31st; 
Nov.  15th,  with  2  north,  22nd  and  5  north,  26th.  Huttoft,  Apl.  26th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  5  south,  Oct.  31st;  2  south,  Nov.  15th. 

64.  Common  Scoter.  Donna  Nook,  max:  113,  Aug.  3rd;  northerly  move¬ 
ments  July  to  Dec.  totalled  838.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds,  July  30th. 

67.  Eider.  Donna  Nook,  4  north,  Jan.  15th  and  30th;  2  north,  Feb.  9th; 
northerly  movements  Sept,  to  Dec.  totalled  56,  Sept.;  25,  Oct.;  55,  Nov.;  12, 
Dec.  max:  20,  Oct.  27th.  Saltfleet,  2  south,  Dec.  20th  and  5  south,  21st.  Huttoft 
Jan.  5th.  Gibraltar  Point,  6  north,  Oct.  29th  and  2  north,  31st.  Boston  Point, 
up  to  9,  Jan.;  12,  Aug.  24th. 

69.  Red-breasted  Merganser.  Small  nos.  recorded  on  coast  from  Jan.  to 
Apl.  and  Aug.  to  Dec.  max:  Donna  Nook,  8,  Nov.  22nd.  Saltfleet  6  south, 
Dec.  21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  8,  Jan.  28th;  8,  Apl.  4th.  Boston  Point  8,  Jan.  11th 
and  25th. 

70.  Goosander.  Barton-on-Humber,  7,  Jan.  25th.  Cleethorpes,  2,  Feb.  15th. 
Donna  Nook,  Jan.  15th;  Nov.  8th,  26th  and  30th.  Burton  G.P.,  Feb.  28th. 
Whisby  G.P.  Jan  18th. 

71.  Smew.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Nov.  27th;  3  north,  Dec.  6th. 

76.  White-fronted  Goose.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  23rd,  showing  characteristics 
of  the  Greenland  race  flavirostris.  Holbeach,  Jan.  5th. 

78b  Pink-footed  Goose.  Max:  Holbeach,  3,500,  Jan.  5th;  5,000,  Dec.  21st. 
Small  numbers  recorded  elsewhere  on  the  coast  and  inland. 

80.  Brent  Goose.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  130,  Mar.  21st  —  25th.  Holbeach, 
500,  Apl.  20th. 

81.  Barnacle  Goose.  Read’s  Island,  7,  Jan.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  Dec. 
17th. 


188 


General  Report 


85.  Whooper  Swan.  Barton-on-Humber,  2,  Jan.  19th  to  Feb.  2nd.  Clee- 
thorpes,  17  north-west,  Nov.  7th.  Donna  Nook,  5  south-east,  Mar.  25th; 
6  south,  Oct.  31st;  3  north-west,  Nov.  8th  and  2,  16th.  Huttoft,  2,  Dec.  13th 
and  7,  14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Mar.  9th  and  2,  30th.  Burton  G.P.,  3,  Nov. 
30th.  Sleaford,  2,  Dec.  20th. 

86.  Bewick’s  Swan.  Ferriby,  Mar.  4th.  Cleethorpes,  17  south,  Dec.  12th. 
Donna  Nook,  19,  Jan.  15th — 16th;  Jan.  18th;  Mar.  7th  —  9th;  13,  Nov. 
27th;  2  north,  Dec.  7th  and  15  west,  13th.  Huttoft,  22,  Dec.  13th.  Saxilby, 
6,  Dec.  27th  —  28th.  Grantham  S.F.,  Apl.  13th.  Friskney,  2,  Apl.  4th  —  6th. 
Boston  Point,  5,  Feb.  2nd.  Baston  Fen,  25,  Dec.  5th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  16,  Jan. 
18th;  2,  Mar.  22nd. 

91.  Buzzard.  Market  Rasen,  Apl.  25th.  Huttoft,  May  17th.  Freiston  Marsh, 
Sept.  15th. 

93.  Sparrowhawk.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  1st  and  16th;  Oct.  6th,  8th  and  12th; 
Nov.  7th.  Huttoft,  May  10th;  Sept.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  6th;  Dec. 
25th.  Caistor,  Sept.  20th.  Bardney,  Nov.  26th. 

95.  Kite.  Old  Leake  Apl.  9th  (JSR).  East  Keal.  Apl.  12th  (PJW).  The  first 
records  this  century  but  probably  the  same  bird  involved. 

98.  Honey  Buzzard.  Donna  Nook,  2  south  west,  Sept.  18th  (SL,  RL,  CM). 

99.  Marsh  Harrier.  Donna  Nook,  May  13th.  Huttoft,  Apl.  27th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  2,  July  19th  and  one,  20th;  Aug.  31st;  Sept.  3rd  and  5th.  Wainfleet/ 
Friskney  Marsh,  1  —  2,  June  to  Aug.  Wrangle,  2,  June  1st.  Fosdyke,  Aug. 
16th.  Holbeach,  June  12th.  Nenemouth,  5,  June  19th;  July  27th.  Stubton,  a 
female  found  dead  in  summer.  Unusual  numbers  summering  on  the  Wash. 

100.  Hen  Harrier.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  23rd;  Mar.  23rd;  Apl.  4th;  a  male, 
May  5th;  Nov.  19th.  Burton,  Feb.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  — 2,  Jan.  to  early 
Apl.  with  a  male,  Apl.  9th.  A  male,  Aug.  22nd  and  Sept.  18th  with  other 
records  in  Sept,  and  from  the  end  of  Oct.  to  Dec.  Holbeach,  a  male,  Jan.  19th. 
Boston  Point,  2,  Nov.  29th. 

102.  Montagu’s  Harrier.  North-west  Wash,  a  pair  attempted  to  nest  but 
eggs  washed  out  by  high  tides.  South-west  Wash,  a  female  present  in  summer. 
Donna  Nook,  a  female  south,  May  8th.  Frampton  Marsh,  a  female  Aug.  24th. 

103.  Osprey.  Donna  Nook,  one  north-west,  Apl.  26th.  Thorpe  Culvert,  Apl. 
24th  —  27th.  Deeping  Lake,  May  9th.  Croxby,  Aug.  14th. 

104.  Hobby.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  May  28th. 

105.  Peregrine.  Donna  Nook,  one  north,  Apl.  16th;  one  west,  May  11th. 
Theddlethorpe,  Aug.  9th.  Huttoft,  one  south,  Nov.  15th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Sept.  4th. 

107.  Merlin.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  19th,  20th  and  23rd;  Oct.  18th,  20th  and 
31st;  Nov.  5th  and  11th;  a  female  Nov.  15th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a 
male,  Dec.  9th.  Theddlethorpe,  Oct.  21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  7th.  Bardney, 
Aug.  31st;  Nov.  16th.  West  Ashby,  Jan.  30th.  Freiston  Marsh,  Jan.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  Aug.  23rd.  Fosdyke,  Oct.  30th. 

108.  Red-footed  Falcon.  Huttoft,  an  immature,  Oct.  4th  (KA).  Gibraltar 
Point,  a  male,  July  25th  to  Aug.  5th  (JFC,  RBW). 

117.  Quail.  Belchford,  July  3rd.  West  Ashby,  July  14th.  Wainfleet  Marsh, 
May  31st;  Sept.  13th. 

121.  Spotted  Crake.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  10th  (SL). 

125.  Corncrake.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  30th  to  May  8th.  Welbourne,  Sept.  8th. 
Blankney,  a  male  calling  during  June  and  breeding  thought  to  have  occurred 
(per  JSM). 
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131.  Oystercatcher.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  2,000  Apl.  3rd  and  4th;  large 
numbers  Aug.  to  Nov.  with  10,000,  Aug.  26th. 

135.  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Breeding:  12  pairs  present  at  the  7  sites  reported. 
Passage:  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  24th;  singles,  July  and  Sept.  Gibraltar  Point, 
singles  Aug.  and  Sept.  Bardney,  max:  14,  Aug.  14th.  Baston  Fen,  3,  July  28th; 

3,  Aug.  28th;  3,  Sept.  3rd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  19th  to  Oct.  18th,  max:  15, 
July  31st. 

146.  Great  Snipe.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  21st  and  23rd  (JAWM).  The  first 
record  since  1952. 

154.  Black-tailed  Godwit.  Killingholme,  11,  Aug.  20th;  9,  Sept.  2nd  and 

4,  23rd.  Donna  Nook,  May  16th;  July  22nd;  2,  Sept.  6th;  Oct.  3rd  and  24th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  5,  Aug.  27th  and  4,  28th;  Sept.  11th;  Oct.  30th.  Baston  Fen, 
2,  July  23rd  to  Aug.  6th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  26th  to  Sept.  3rd,  max :  25,  July 
23rd. 

155.  Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  4,000,  Aug.  28th  and  Sept. 
21st. 

156.  Green  Sandpiper.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  May  4th — 7th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Apl.  29th.  Whisby  G.P.,  Mar.  27th.  Normanby,  Apl.  21st.  Autumn: 
passage  mid-June  to  Nov.  max:  Baston  Fen,  15,  July  27th;  Wisbech  S.F., 

15,  Aug.  13th—  16th;  Donna  Nook,  8,  July  20th;  Gibraltar  Point,  8,  Aug. 
17th.  Late  record:  Evedon,  Nov.  22nd. 

157.  Wood  Sandpiper.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  May  7th.  Autumn:  Cleethorpes, 
Aug.  12th.  Donna  Nook,  1  —  2,  Aug.  6th  —  21st;  Sept.  3rd  and  22nd  —  27th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  5  Aug.  Bardney  Ponds,  July  16th;  up  to  3,  early  Aug; 
Sept.  21st  and  25th;  Oct.  5th.  Baston  Fen,  July  23rd  and  28th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
June  17th  to  Oct.  9th,  max:  37,  Aug.  13th. 

159.  Common  Sandpiper.  Autumn  max:  Bardney  Ponds,  25,  Aug.  14th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  30,  July  31st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  75,  Aug.  13th.  Tetney,  14,  Aug. 
12th.  Donna  Nook,  17,  Aug.  12th  and  13th. 

162.  Spotted  Redshank.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  May  4th  and  7th;  June  13th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  May  7th.  Grantham  S.F.,  Apl.  4th.  Wisbech  S.F.  May  25th. 
Autumn:  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  to  Oct.,  max:  7,  Aug.  16th.  Saltfleet  Haven,  singles, 
Sept,  to  Nov.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  to  Sept.,  max:  11,  Aug.  28th.  Wainfleet 
Marsh,  6,  Aug.  23rd.  Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  5,  July  to  Oct.  Rauceby  Warren, 
6,  Sept.  7th.  Grantham  S.F.,  5,  Sept.  7th.  Holbeach,  Oct.  25th.  Nenemouth, 
10,  June  19th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  19th  to  Oct.  10th,  max:  15,  Sept.  4th. 

165.  Greenshank.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  30th  to  June  4th,  max:  12, 
May  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  2,  May  to  early  June.  Gedney  Drove  End, 
May  23rd.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Aug.  13th.  Frampton  Marsh,  12, 
Aug.  29th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  15,  Aug.  18th. 

169.  Knot.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  7,000,  Jan.  23rd;  4,900,  Nov.  27th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  4,000,  Aug.  27th  and  Sept.  8th.  Holbeach,  7,500,  Jan.  5th;  10,000, 
Dec.  14th. 

170.  Purple  Sandpiper.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  25th  to  Nov.  3rd;  Nov.  23rd 
and  24th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  2nd;  2,  Sept.  14th  and  3,  16th;  Oct.  30th; 
Nov.  8th. 

171.  Little  Stint.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  1st;  Sept.  13th,  27th  and  29th. 
Trusthorpe  S.F.,  3,  Sept.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  to  early  Oct.,  max:  8, 
Sept.  21st  and  22nd.  Seacroft,  9,  Sept.  27th.  Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  5,  Sept, 
to  mid-Oct.  Fosdyke,  Sept.  7th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  27th  to  Nov.  15th,  max: 

16,  Sept.  25th. 
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173.  Temminck’s  Stint.  Donna  Nook,  June  20th  (SL).  Bardney  Ponds,  one 
trapped,  Aug.  14th  (GPS).  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Aug.  23rd  —  30th  (KA,  JFC, 
EM).  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  23rd;  Aug.  13th  and  18th;  Sept.  6th  (KA,  JFC, 
JAWM). 

176.  Pectoral  Sandpiper.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  10th;  Aug.  7th  and  21st 
(KA,  JFC,  JAWM). 

178.  Dunlin.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  3,000,  Mar.  5th;  5,500,  Oct.  13th  — 
14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  4,000,  July  31st;  2,000,  Oct.  29th.  Holbeach,  1,000, 
Dec.  14th. 

179,  Curlew  Sandpiper.  Spring:  Gibraltar  Point,  Mar.  15th.  Autumn: 
Donna  Nook,  Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  29th,  max:  265,  Aug.  31st.  Saltfleet  Flaven, 
44,  Sept.  4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  end  Aug.  to  Oct.  12th,  max:  45,  Aug.  31st. 
Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  4,  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  10th.  Grantham  S.F.  9,  Aug.  27th. 
Frampton  Marsh,  40,  Aug.  29th  and  25,  30th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  19th; 
Aug.  9th  to  Oct.  18th,  max:  400,  Aug.  30th.  The  largest  number  ever  recorded 
in  the  county. 

181.  Sanderling.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  330,  May  14th;  500,  Oct.  9th.  Gibral¬ 
tar  Point,  500,  second  half  of  Sept.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds,  July  13th.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  May  11th. 

184.  Ruff.  Winter:  Donna  Nook,  2,  Nov.  30th;  4,  Dec.  2nd;  Dec.  10th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  22nd.  Grantham  S.F.  up  to  15,  Jan.  to  Mar.  Spring: 
Donna  Nook,  May  4th.  Bardney  Ponds,  May  4th.  Grantham  S.F.,  2,  Apl.  13th. 
Autumn:  passage  June  to  Nov.,  max:  Donna  Nook,  41,  Sept.  19th;  Bardney 
Ponds,  30,  Sept.  7th;  Grantham  S.F.,  30,  Aug.  27th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  200, 
Aug.  10th. 

185.  Avocet.  Killingholme,  Apl.  10th. 

186.  Black-winged  Stilt.  Grantham,  S.F.,  Feb.  2nd  to  6th  (GFJ,  DM,  DJE). 
An  extraordinary  record  though  undoubtedly  the  bird  first  recorded  on  Dec. 
25th,  1968  having  survived  a  period  of  snow  early  in  the  year. 

187.  Grey  Phalarope.  Huttoft,  a  female  in  breeding  plumage,  July  15th 
(REMP). 

193.  Arctic  Skua.  Peak  passage :  Donna  Nook,  127  south,  Sept.  27th.  Huttoft, 
80  south,  Aug.  23rd. 

194.  Great  Skua.  Donna  Nook,  singles  on  6  dates  in  Sept,  with  2,  7th  and 
9,  27th;  2,  Oct.  30th;  singles  on  4  dates  in  Nov.  with  6,  4th,  4,  17th  and  2, 
29th.  Theddlethorpe,  Sept.  13th.  Huttoft,  Aug.  23rd;  3,  Sept.  6th;  Nov. 
23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  16th;  Sept.  9th  and  19th.  Nenemouth  6,  Aug. 
23rd  of  which  5  flew  inland  up  river. 

195.  Pomarine  Skua.  Donna  Nook,  singles  on  6  dates  in  Sept,  with  6  south, 
6th.  Huttoft,  Sept.  3rd  and  4th  with  2,  27th.  Skegness,  4  south,  Aug.  19th. 

196.  Long-tailed  Skua.  Donna  Nook,  an  adult,  Sept.  19th  (SL).  Huttoft, 
Aug.  23rd  (KA,  JFC,  EM). 

202.  Glaucous  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  15th;  2,  Feb.  22nd;  Mar.  15th  and 
25th;  Apl.  4th  and  14th;  May  10th;  July  22nd;  Oct.  24th;  Nov.  16th.  Huttoft, 
Apl.  5th  —  8th. 

203.  Iceland  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  2nd  year,  Mar.  9th  (KR,  RL) ;  2nd  year, 
May  3rd  (SL,  KR,  RL,  CM) ;  1st  year,  Nov.  30th  (SL).  Only  7  previous  records. 

205.  Mediterranean  Gull.  Cleethorpes,  an  immature,  Aug.  10th  (RKN). 
Donna  Nook,  an  adult,  July  20th  (KR).  Huttoft,  an  adult,  July  26th  (JFC). 
Only  4  previous  records. 
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207.  Little  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  1  — 2  on  5  dates,  June  19th  to  July  9th; 
Aug.  30th  with  3,  31st;  Sept.  1st  with  2,  7th;  Oct.  17th  (all  immatures). 
Huttoft,  Aug.  9th.  Anderby  Creek,  Oct.  5th.  Gibraltar  Point,  an  adult,  June 
7th;  an  immature,  Aug.  17th;  Sept.  14th  with  an  adult,  18th.  Frampton 
Marsh,  an  immature,  June  11th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  3,  May  12th  to  Aug.  3rd  with 
4,  July  3rd;  Aug.  7th  —  8th;  Sept.  29th  (about  6  different  birds).  Unusual 
numbers  summering. 

209.  Sabine’s  Gull.  Anderby  Creek,  an  adult,  Oct.  4th  (MF). 

211.  Kittiwake.  Peak  passage:  Donna  Nook,  1,400  south,  Nov.  4th  with 
2,000  south,  15th. 

212.  Black  Tern.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  May  7th.  Sutton-on-Sea  Pit,  Apl. 
23rd.  Bardney  Ponds,  May  6th  with  3,  23rd  and  5,  26th.  Frampton  Marsh, 
June  11th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  5,  May  23rd  —  25th;  June  5th  with  50,  12th  and 
one,  19th.  Autumn:  Cleethorpes,  Aug.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  5,  Aug.;  7, 
Sept.  13th.  Gibraltar  Point,  14,  Aug.  3rd  with  3,  15th  and  5,  31st;  3,  Sept.  1st 
with  7,  2nd.  Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  4,  Aug.;  2,  Sept.  14th —  17th.  Deeping 
Lake,  Aug.  22nd  to  early  Sept.,  max:  18,  Sept.  2nd.  Boston  Point,  70,  Aug. 
24th.  Welland  Mouth,  7,  Aug.  10th  with  20,  16th.  Fosdyke,  30,  Aug.  24th. 
Wisbech  S.F.  July  to  Sept.,  max :  30,  Aug.  15th. 

213.  White-winged  Black  Tern.  Donna  Nook,  an  adult  north,  Aug.  5th 
(SL).  Wisbech  S.F.,  an  immature,  Aug.  15th  to  27th  (EM,  KA,  JFC,  JAWM, 
et  al.). 

215.  Gull-billed  Tern.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Aug.  4th  (SL).  The  2nd 
County  record. 

222.  Little  Tern.  Breeding:  Donna  Nook,  17  pairs  but  no  young  raised. 
Gibraltar  Point,  21  pairs,  only  2  young  flew.  Passage:  Donna  Nook,  up  to  70, 
early  July.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds,  May  23rd.  Wisbech  S.F.  up  to  3,  Aug. 

223.  Sandwich  Tern.  Peak  passage :  Donna  Nook,  1,150  Aug.  5th.  Gibraltar 
Point.  2,500,  Aug.  25th. 

226.  Little  Auk.  Tetney,  one  dead,  Mar.  23rd.  Donna  Nook,  10,  Oct.  31st; 
Nov.  4th  with  3,  5th;  9,  6th;  2,  7th;  one,  16th;  5,  23rd;  2,  24th;  3,  27th.  All 
north  except  one  west  on  Oct.  31st.  One  dead,  Nov.  6th. 

248.  Long-eared  Owl.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  5th  and  8th;  May  23rd  and  29th; 
Aug.  26th;  Oct.  26th;  Nov.  27th  —  30th.  Huttoft  Apl.  5th;  2,  May  3rd.  Rand 
Wood,  Mar.  28th.  Risby,  dead,  Aug.  27th.  Barrow-on-Humber,  Sept.  17th. 
Bourne  Wood  up  to  7,  Jan.  to  Mar. 

252.  Nightjar.  Passage:  Seacroft,  Sept.  16th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  2nd. 
Boston,  early  Sept. 

256.  Alpine  Swift.  Tetney,  Oct.  24th  (RC,  RD).  The  2nd  county  record. 

258.  Kingfisher.  Autumn  and  winter  records  from  Barton-on-Humber, 
Donna  Nook,  Saltfleet,  Newsham,  Market  Rasen,  Sleaford,  Evedon  and  Baston 
Fen. 

261.  Hoopoe.  Barton-on-Humber,  May  29th  (GC,  JEs). 

263.  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Mar.  27th. 

264.  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Austacre  Wood,  Aug.  17th. 

265.  Wryneck.  Donna  Nook,  May  7th;  up  to  4,  Sept.  17th  —  29th;  one 
dead,  Oct.  11th.  Saltfleet,  Sept.  17th.  Theddlethorpe,  Sept.  20th;  Oct.  5th. 
Huttoft,  Sept.  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  — 2,  Sept.  17th  —  22nd.  Inland: 
Gainsborough,  Sept.  13th.  Whisby  G.P.,  dead,  Sept.  20th.  Spalding,  shot, 
1st  week  Sept.  Boston,  mid-Sept. 
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273.  Shorelark.  Cleethorpes,  Oct.  19th;  4,  Nov.  2nd.  Donna  Nook,  Feb. 
5th;  Mar.  28th;  Oct.  to  Dec.  with  up  to  40  in  Nov.  and  peak  of  110,  Dec. 
17th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  11,  Tan.  to  early  Feb.;  Oct.  to  Nov.  with  peak  of 
20,  Oct.  20th. 

281.  Hooded  Crow.  Cleethorpes,  Feb.  15th.  Donna  Nook,  singles  Apl.  and 
May  with  3,  Apl.  19th;  Oct.  6th.  PTuttoft,  Mar.  8th;  2,  Apl.  19th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Apl.  8th;  up  to  7,  Nov.  —  Dec.  Inland:  Haverholme,  Apl.  16th.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  Jan.  18th. 

285.  Nutcracker.  Metheringham,  Apl.  9th  (JSM).  Only  5  previous  records. 

286.  Jay.  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  7th. 

290.  Coal  Tit.  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  10th.  One  trapped,  Oct.  28th 
showed  characteristics  of  the  Continental  race  P.  a.  ater.  Gibraltar  Point,  3, 
Jan.  25th;  2,  Sept.  27th;  Oct.  7th  and  9th. 

292.  Marsh  Tit.  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Apl.  9th  and  14th;  2,  Sept. 
25th. 

293.  Willow  Tit.  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  3,  Oct.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles 
Jan.  —  Mar.  and  July;  1  —  2,  Aug.  —  Oct. ;  2,  Dec.  31st. 

294.  Long-tailed  Tit.  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  7,  Sept.  24th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Apl.  9th;  Sept.  21st;  Nov.  2nd. 

295.  Bearded  Tit.  Breeding  records :  Successful  breeding  was  recorded  at  one 
of  the  1968  sites  and  though  no  adults  were  located  at  the  other  site  2  juveniles 
were  seen  in  July.  Passage:  Donna  Nook,  7  south,  Dec.  17th.  Huttoft,  Mar. 
29th;  2,  Oct.  19th;  Dec.  21st. 

300.  Dipper.  Louth,  Feb.  15th  showing  characteristics  of  the  Black-bellied 
race,  C.  C.  cinclus. 

302.  Fieldfare.  Summer:  Baston  Fen,  July  1st. 

307.  Ring  Ouzel.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  up  to  3,  Apl.  —  May.  Huttoft,  up 
to  2,  Apl.  —  May.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  1 1th.  Autumn:  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  — 
Oct.,  max:  30,  Sept.  17th.  Saltfleet,  2,  Sept.  17th  and  20th.  Huttoft,  Sept.  19th; 
2,  Oct.  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  —  Oct.  max:  7,  Sept.  18th. 

311.  Wheatear.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  85,  Sept.  20th.  Huttoft,  50, 
Sept.  20th.  Saltfleet,  15,  Sept.  17th.  Gibraltar  Point,  100,  Sept.  19th.  Birds 
showing  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race,  Oe.  oe.  leucorrhoa:  Donna  Nook, 
2,  May  9th;  May  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  20th  and  21st. 

317.  Stonechat.  Flixborough,  Jan.  12th.  Risby,  2,  Jan.  18th.  Barton-on- 
Humber,  Mar.  20th.  South  Raucebv,  Feb.  1st.  Baston  Fen,  2,  Mar.;  Nov.  16th. 
Donna  Nook,  singles  Mar.;  up  to  5,  Oct.  —  Dec.  Huttoft,  singles  Sept. — 
Nov.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  30th;  1  —  2,  Sept.  —  Nov. 

318.  Whinchat.  Crowle,  a  pair  with  young,  June  29th.  Autumn  max :  Donna 
Nook,  13,  Sept.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  15,  Aug.  24th. 

320.  Redstart.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  200,  Sept.  17th.  Saltfleet,  70, 
Sept.  17th.  Theddlethorpe,  100,  Sept.  20th.  Huttoft,  150,  Sept.  18th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  95,  Sept.  19th. 

321.  Black  Redstart.  Donna  Nook,  singles,  Mar.  24th  to  May  14th  and 
Oct.  6th  to  Nov.  1st.  Saltfleetby,  Alar.  23rd.  Theddlethorpe,  Oct.  21st.  Huttoft, 
Alay  4th;  Sept.  20th;  Oct.  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Afar.  19th.  Friskney  Marsh, 
June  14th. 

324.  Bluethroat.  Sprmg:  Donna  Nook,  one  trapped,  Afay  31st,  the  first 
spring  record  for  the  county.  Autumn:  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  17th  with  3,  18th, 
2  until  22nd,  one  until  25th  and  one  28th  —  29th. 
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325.  Robin.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  100,  Sept.  17th.  Saltfleet,  60,  Sept. 
18th.  Huttoft,  100,  Sept.  18th. 

329.  Savi’s  Warbler.  Theddlethorpe,  August  3rd  (ACB,  EM).  Bardney, 
August  22nd  (RH).  Only  one  previous  record. 

332.  Great  Reed  Warbler.  Eluttoft,  trapped,  May  3rd  (JFC,  KA).  The  1st 
record  for  Lincolnshire. 

340.  Icterine  Warbler  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  20th  (CM).  Gibraltar  Point, 
Aug.  19th  and  20th  with  another  on  24th  (RBW,  EM). 

343.  Blackcap.  Winter:  Scunthorpe,  early  Feb.  Donna  Nook,  a  female, 
Nov.  15th  to  Dec.  20th.  Lincoln,  a  female  dead  in  a  mousetrap  in  a  garden, 
Jan.  29th.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  40,  Sept.  19th.  Huttoft,  20,  Sept.  18th. 

344.  Barred  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  2  trapped  Sept.  17th  and  18th  and 
another  seen,  19th.  Saltfleet,  trapped,  Sept.  18th.  Huttoft,  2,  Sept.  20th. 
Theddlethorpe,  Aug.  30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2  trapped,  Aug.  31st. 

346.  Garden  Warbler.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  65,  Sept.  18th.  Theddle¬ 
thorpe,  40,  Sept.  20th.  Huttoft,  20,  Sept.  18th  —  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  20, 
Sept.  25th. 

354.  Willow  Warbler.  Spring  peak:  Donna  Nook  110,  Apl.  26th  and  125, 
27th.  Huttoft,  120,  Apl.  26th.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  120,  Aug.  31st. 

357.  Wood  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  May  4th;  Sept.  17th. 

360.  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  9th  (SL). 

364.  Goldcrest.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  75,  Oct.  12th. 

368.  Pied  Flycatcher.  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  3,  May  3rd  with  2,  6th  and 
one,  7th  —  8th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  1st  and  8th.  Friskney  Decoy,  a  pair, 
May.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  35,  Sept.  18th.  Saltfleet,  15,  Sept.  18th. 
Theddlethorpe,  20,  Aug.  9th;  40,  Sept.  20th.  Huttoft,  20,  Sept.  18th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  25,  Sept.  18th  and  19th. 

370.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  16th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Sept.  16th  with  another,  18th,  21st  and  22nd  and  27th;  2,  Oct.  26th. 

374.  Richard’s  Pipit.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Oct.  7th,  1968  (OL,  PVL).  Donna 
Nook,  singles  south  Nov.  10th  and  12th.  One  Nov.  16th  —  21st  with  2,22nd. 
(SL,  GKB,  KR,  BC,  RL,  MH).  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Oct.  26th  (KA). 

379.  Water  Pipit.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  12th  showing  characteristics  of  the 
race  A.  s.  spinoletta. 

380.  White  Wagtail.  Bird  showing  characteristics  of  M.  a.  alba :  Donna 
Nook,  up  to  4,  Apl.;  May  12th;  Sept.  23rd  and  28th.  Huttoft,  Apl.  26th. 

381.  Grey  Wagtail.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  18th.  Tetney  Blow-wells,  Oct.  17th. 
Huttoft,  Sept.  4th  and  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  southerly  passage  Sept.  13th  — 
25th  involving  about  12  birds,  max:  4,  20th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  4,  Sept.  20th. 
Bardney  Ponds,  Sept.  7th;  Nov.  16th.  Lincoln,  Feb.  14th.  Horncastle,  Jan. 
9th.  Bourne,  2,  Feb.  —  Mar.  Baston  Fen,  3,  July  16th;  Sept.  29th. 

382.  Blue-headed  Wagtail.  Donna  Nook,  a  male,  May  6th  showing  charac¬ 
teristics  of  M.  f.  Jlava. 

382.  Grey-headed  Wagtail.  Donna  Nook,  a  male,  May  8th,  9th  and  14th 
(SL.  RL),  showing  characteristics  of  M.  f.  thunbergi.  Only  recorded  once 
previously  in  the  county. 

383.  Waxwing.  Donna  Nook,  Nov.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  31st.  Rise- 
holme,  Feb.  14th. 
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384.  Great  Grey  Shrike.  North  Coates,  Oct.  17th.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  24th; 
Oct.  12th — 14th;  Nov.  22nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  to  early  ApL;  1  — 2, 
Oct.  to  Dec. 

388.  Red-backed  Shrike  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  10th;  Sept.  16th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Sept.  19th  —  21st. 

391.  Hawfinch.  Barton-on-Humber,  Jan.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  a  juvenile, 
Aug.  4th;  Nov.  22nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  30th  and  31st.  Rand  Wood, 
May  8th.  Potterhanworth  Wood,  May  11th. 

394.  Siskin.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  6th  and  8th  with  2,  11th  and  4,  12th  and 
one,  23rd.  Theddlethorpe,  2,  Oct.  21st  and  12  south,  22nd.  Huttoft,  4,  May 
10th;  2,  Oct.  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  18th  and  19th  with  3,  22nd  and  4, 
26th  and  2,  27th;  7,  Nov.  1st.  Friskney  Decoy,  5,  Sept.  29th. 

396.  Twite.  Holbeach  St.  Matthew,  1,000,  Oct.  25th. 

397.  Redpoll.  Peak  passage:  Gibraltar  Point,  200,  Aug.  31st;  100  south, 
Sept.  25th. 

400.  Serin.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  May  4th  (SL),  the  second  county 
record. 

404.  Crossbill.  Woodhall  Spa,  10,  June  18th,  including  some  juveniles. 

416.  Ortolan  Bunting.  Donna  Nook,  a  female,  May  4th  (GKB) ;  a  first 
year  bird,  Sept.  17th  (SL).  Only  3  previous  records. 

422.  Lapland  Bunting.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Jan.  15th;  Feb.  9th;  Sept.  22nd; 
Nov.  2nd,  7th,  11th  and  22nd;  Dec.  9th  with  3,  16th.  Huttoft,  3,  Nov.  22nd. 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Oct.  26th. 

423.  Snow  Bunting.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  400,  Jan.  Gibraltar  Point,  100, 
Dec. 
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EXTREME  DATES  OF  SOME  COMMON  MIGRANTS 


Jack  Snipe 

to  May  4th  and  from  August  2nd. 

Whimbrel 

from  April  7th  to  November  2nd. 

Common  Sandpiper 

from  April  27th  to  November  23rd. 

Greenshank 

from  April  30th  to  October  26th. 

Arctic  Skua 

from  June  28th  to  November  1st. 

Common/Arctic  Tern 

from  April  21st  to  November  6th 

Little  Tern 

from  April  12th  to  September  20th. 

Sandwich  Tern 

from  April  17th  to  October  21st. 

Turtle  Dove 

from  April  27th  to  October  3rd. 

Cuckoo 

from  April  6th  to  September  19th. 

Swift 

from  April  22nd  to  October  25th. 

Swallow 

from  April  9th  to  November  9th. 

House  Martin 

from  April  19th  to  November  17th. 

Sand  Martin 

from  April  9th  to  October  5th. 

Hooded  Crow 

to  May  4th  and  from  October  6th. 

Fieldfare 

to  Alay  26th  and  from  July  1st. 

Redwing 

to  Alay  3rd  and  from  September  4th. 

Wheatear 

from  March  9th  to  October  26th. 

Whinchat 

from  April  26th  to  October  30th. 

Redstart 

from  April  19th  to  October  19th. 

Reed  Warbler 

from  Alay  2nd  to  October  12th. 

Sedge  Warbler 

from  April  19th  to  September  27th. 

Blackcap 

from  January  29th  to  December  20th. 

Garden  Warbler 

from  May  3rd  to  October  5th. 

Whitethroat 

from  April  7th  to  October  26th. 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

from  April  4th  to  September  25th. 

Willow  Warbler 

from  April  7th  to  October  7th. 

Chiffchaff 

from  March  15th  to  October  21st. 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

from  Alay  3rd  to  October  5th. 

Pied  Flycatcher 

from  Alay  1st  to  October  13th. 

Tree  Pipit 

from  April  4th  to  October  9th. 

Yellow  Wagtail 

from  April  10th  to  October  30th. 

Twite 

to  April  19th  and  from  September  16th. 

Brambling 

to  Alay  7th  and  from  September  18th. 

Snow  Bunting 

to  April  1st  and  from  September  1st. 

K.  Atkin. 


196 


The  following  have  contributed  to  observations : 


H.  Allan 

M.  j.  Allen 
E.  Andrews 

*G.  Atkin 
*K.  Atkin 
*D.  Balderson 

N.  Barker 
T.  Barnatt 

*R.  Baumber 
*A.  C.  Blackburn 
Dr.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

J.  Brannan 

D.  Bridges 
*G.  K.  Brown 
*C.  Brumpton 

P.  Butterfield 
Cambridge  Bird  Club 
P.  Cartwright 

E.  Catley 

G.  Catley 

B.  Childs 

*Cleethorpes  Ringing  Group 

R.  Clifford 

S.  Coleman 
*W.  A.  Cook 
*J.  F.  Cooper 
*C.  Craig 

J.  Cullen 

R.  Dawson 

A.  Dobbs 

H.  Dobbs 
P.  Drurey 

*J.  A.  East 
J.  Eastmead 

S.  Eastmead 
G.  M.  S.  Easy 

*D.  J.  Elmer 
*R.  Emmens 
J.  Espin 
M.  Frettingham 
*Friskney  Decoy  Nature 
Reserve 
R.  Frost 

J.  Gibbons 
^Gibraltar  Point  B.O. 

D.  Giddings 
P.  Hammerton 
R.  Pfansen 

K.  Flarrison 
*K.  Herrick 

R.  H.  Higgins 
A.  Hodson 
M.  Hopper 

*Huttoft  Ringing  Group 
P.  Hydes 
*C.  Jackson 
G.  F.  Johnson 
M.  Johnson 

C.  Jukes 
A.  Kaczer 


D.  King 

C.  A.  E.  Kirtland 

T.  Kitching 
V.  Knight 
*C.  C.  Larkman 
J.  Latham 

O.  Laugharne 

P.  V.  Laugharne 
R.  Lawrence 

G.  F.  Leachman 
J.  Lidgett 

P.  Locking 
*R.  Lorand 
*S.  Lorand 

C.  J.  Lowe 

D.  Mackenzie 

E.  Mackrill 
*J.  Marshall 

J.  S.  Migheli 
*Dr.  C.  D.  T.  Minton 

D.  A.  Morley 
*C.  Morrison 

J.  A.  W.  Moyes 
*R.  K.  Norman 
I.  Osterfield 

C.  L.  Ottaway 
P.  Overton 

*R.  Pearson 
*W.  M.  Peet 
R.  E.  M.  Pilcher 
M.  Powers 
*P.  A.  Prince 

B.  Redman 

E.  J.  Redshaw 
Dr.  J.  S.  Rivers 

*K.  Robinson 

D.  A.  Saul 
*G.  P.  Shaw 

C.  Smales 

D.  Stewart 
*F.  Stewart 

A.  D.  Townsend 
Trent  Valley  Birdwatchers 

L.  Tuplin 
*J.  Turner 

A.  E.  Vine 

C.  M.  Walker 

T.  Walker 

*Wash  Wader  Ringing 
Group 
P.  N.  Watts 
P.  Wells 
Wildfowl  Trust 
*R.  B.  Wilkinson 

D.  Wilson 
*P.  J.  Wilson 

R.  Winslow 

B.  Wright 
D.  Yarnold 


(^Denotes  that  observers  have  contributed  records  to  the  Ringing  Report). 
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